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AT A MEETING HELD ON BAKERY HILL IN THE PRESENCE OF ABOUT TEN 
THOUSAND MEN ON SATURDAY NOVEMBER 11TH, 1854 THE FOLLOWING 
WERE ADOPTED AS THE PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTS OF THE “BALLARAT REFORM 
LEAGUE” 

 
THAT IT IS THE INALIENABLE RIGHT OF EVERY CITIZEN TO HAVE A VOICE IN 
MAKING THE LAWS HE IS CALLED UPON TO OBEY – THAT TAXATION WITHOUT 

REPRESENTATION IS TYRANNY. 

 
THAT, BEING AS THE PEOPLE HAVE BEEN HITHERTO, UNREPRESENTED IN THE 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF THE COLONY OF VICTORIA, THEY HAVE BEEN 
TYRANNISED OVER, AND IT BECOMES THEIR DUTY AS WELL AS INTEREST TO 
RESIST, AND IF NECESSARY TO REMOVE THE IRRESPONSIBLE POWER WHICH SO 
TYRANNISES OVER THEM. 

 
THAT THIS COLONY HAS HITHERTO BEEN GOVERNED BY PAID OFFICIALS, UPON 
THE FALSE ASSUMPTION THAT LAW IS GREATER THAN JUSTICE BECAUSE, 
FORSOOTH, IT WAS MADE BY THEM AND THEIR FRIENDS, AND ADMIRABLY SUITS 
THEIR SELFISH ENDS AND NARROW MINDED VIEWS. IT IS THE OBJECT OF THE 
“LEAGUE” TO PLACE THE POWER IN THE HANDS OF RESPONSIBLE 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PEOPLE TO FRAME WHOLESOME LAWS AND CARRY 
ON AN HONEST GOVERNMENT. 

 
THAT IT IS NOT THE WISH OF THE “LEAGUE” TO EFFECT AN IMMEDIATE 
SEPARATION OF THIS COLONY FROM THE PARENT COUNTRY, IF EQUAL LAWS 
AND EQUAL RIGHTS ARE DEALT OUT TO THE WHOLE FREE COMMUNITY. BUT 
THAT IF QUEEN VICTORIA CONTINUES TO ACT UPON THE ILL ADVICE OF THE 
DISHONEST MINISTERS AND INSISTS UPON INDIRECTLY DICTATING OBNOXIOUS 
LAWS FOR THE COLONY 
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UNDER THE ASSUMED AUTHORITY OF THE ROYAL PREROGATIVE THE REFORM 
LEAGUE WILL ENDEAVOUR TO SUPERSEDE SUCH ROYAL PREROGATIVE BY 
ASSERTING THAT OF THE PEOPLE WHICH IS THE MOST ROYAL OF ALL 
PREROGATIVES, AS THE PEOPLE ARE THE ONLY LEGITIMATE SOURCE OF ALL 
POLITICAL POWER. 

 
POLITICAL CHANGES CONTEMPLATED BY THE REFORM LEAGUE : 
1. A FULL AND FAIR REPRESENTATION 
2. MANHOOD SUFFRAGE 
3. NO PROPERTY QUALIFICATION OF MEMBERS FOR THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
4. PAYMENT OF MEMBERS 
5. SHORT DURATION OF PARLIAMENT 

 
IMMEDIATE OBJECTS OF THE REFORM LEAGUE AN IMMEDIATE CHANGE IN THE 
MANAGEMENT OF THE GOLD FIELDS, BY DISBANDING THE COMMISSIONERS. 
THE TOTAL ABOLITION OF THE DIGGERS’ AND STOREKEEPERS LICENCE TAX, AND 
A THOROUGH AND ORGANISED AGITATION OF THE GOLD FIELDS AND THE 
TOWNS. 

 
THAT TO CARRY OUT THE FORGOING OBJECTS THERE SHOULD BE A LARGE TENT 
ERECTED IN WHICH TO MEET AND CONDUCT THE BUSINESS OF THE REFORM 
LEAGUE. CARDS OF MEMBERSHIP WILL BE ISSUED IN A FEW DAYS AND 
BALLARAT DIVIDED INTO DISTRICTS. 

 
AT THE SAME MEETING THE FOLLOWING AMONG OTHER RESOLUTIONS WERE 
PASSED 
THAT THIS MEETING CONDEMNS THE INSOLENT LANGUAGE USED BY THE 
COLONIAL SECRETARY, SURVEYOR GENERAL, THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF 
THE GOLD FIELDS, AND THE CHAIRMAN 
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UNDER OF COMMITTEES, FOR THEIR UNWARRANTABLE ASSERTIONS 
RESPECTING THE VERACITY OF THE DIGGERS AND THE RESPECTABILITY OF THE 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PUBLIC PRESS ON THE GOLD FIELDS, AND THEIR 
SNEERING CONTEMPT AT AN APPEAL FOR AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE 

MALPRACTICES OF THE CORRUPT CAMP AT BALLARAT. 

 
THAT THIS MEETING HAVING HEARD READ THE DRAFT PROSPECTUS OF 

THE BALLARAT REFORM LEAGUE APPROVE OF AND ADOPT THE SAME, AND 
HEREBY PLEDGE THEMSELVES TO SUPPORT THE COMMITTEE IN CARRYING OUT 
ITS PRINCIPLES AND ATTAINING ITS OBJECTS – WHICH ARE THE FULL POLITICAL 

RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE. 

 
THAT THIS MEETING EXPRESSES ITS UTTER WANT OF CONFIDENCE IN THE 

POLITICAL HONESTY OF THE GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS IN THE LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL, AND PLEDGE THEMSELVES TO USE EVERY CONSTITUTIONAL MEANS 

TO HAVE THEM REMOVED FROM THE OFFICE THEY DISGRACE. THAT THIS 
MEETING ALSO EXPRESSES ITS DISAPPROBATION OF THE MODE IN WHICH THE 

BOARD OF ENQUIRY WAS APPOINTED. THAT IT OUGHT TO HAVE BEEN 

COMPOSED OF INDEPENDENT GENTLEMEN AND NOT PAID OFFICIALS. 
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27 NOV. 1854 RESOLUTIONS PASSED  
AT A PUBLIC MEETING  

ON BAKERY HILL BALLARAT. 


