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Presidentôs Column  
As this cold southern winter starts to release its grip and spring is around the corner we look 

back on the significant Launch of the Eureka Pathway of Remembrance on the site where the 

Eureka Stockade battle took place (located on grounds of the Eureka Centre) in Ballarat. on 

May 27 this year. The Mayor of the City of Ballarat, Cr. Dan Moloney; the Irish Ambassador 

His Excellency Tim Mawe and I were honored to launch the new Pathway with individual 

plaques for each of the 35 men known to have died at Eureka or as a result of wounds 

sustained there. 

about:blank
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The finally agreed information panel to be displayed at the east end of the pathway, will have 

the following text: 

The Pathway of Remembrance memorialises the 35 men who are known to 
have died because of the events which occurred at the Eureka Stockade on 3 
December 1854. They are represented by their name and country of birth. 
Whether defending their rights and liberties or doing their duty, they are 
honoured, side by side. We equally honour the men and women who died, 
but whose names are not recorded. Take some time to reflect on their 
experience, their plight, and their sacrifice. Their actions have profoundly 
informed 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǿŜ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ 
We continue to be inspired and guided by their legacy. 
The Pathway of Remembrance was officially opened on Friday 27 May 2022 
by Cr Daniel Moloney, Mayor, City of Ballarat In the presence of His 
Excellency Mr Tim Mawe, Ambassador of Ireland to Australia and Mr Eric 
Howard AM, President, Eureka Australia Inc. 
 
The Pathway of Remembrance is a partnership project of the City of Ballarat 
and Eureka Australia Inc. 
The project was initiated by Eureka Australia and has been supported by 
diplomatic missions to Australia through the provision of plaques to honour 
their fallen citizens: British High Commission - High Commission of Canada - 
Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany - Embassy of Ireland. Additional 
plaques have been provided by the City of Goulburn and Mulwaree 
(Australia) and Eureka Australia with project funding and delivery by the City 
of Ballarat.  

 
It was a much delayed event due to the past 3 years of Covid but I wish to record my 

appreciation for the efforts of our former President, Phillip Moore, in initiating the concept, 

obtaining Eureka Australiaôs full support, approaching the embassies in Canberra with the 

support of the then Irish Ambassador and obtaining their support and financial contributions 

to the individual plaques for their citizens and working with the City of Ballarat since 2014 to 

obtain their support for construction costs and project management for delivery of the 

pathway and to facilitate that delivery. We thank the Irish Ambassador and Irish Embassy 

and the Mayor and Councillors of the City of Ballarat and Anthony Camm at the Eureka 

Centre for their whole hearted support for the project. It is significant. 

2022 Eureka Democracy Award Dinner 

The 2022 Eureka Democracy Award Dinner will take place on Saturday December 3rd at the 

Amora Hotel, 649 Bridge Road Richmond, at 6.30 pm for 7 pm. After 3 years we are again 

resuming this wonderful event and we ask all of our members and friends to attend and enjoy 

an evening where we celebrate Eureka and the Democratic society that it was so pivotal in 
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delivering in this State and Country, an impact that continues today. A separate flyer later in 

this newsletter sets out the dinner details and arrangements for obtaining tickets 

Ballarat Eureka Democracy Driving App  

Planning work continues on our proposed Ballarat Eureka Democracy Driving App under the 

leadership of Maurice Hanrahan and we hope to have a firmed up plan assembled by the end 

of this year. The App is intended to demonstrate the remarkable torrent of reform and change, 

in political social and economic terms that the Eureka events unleashed. This story is not as 

well understood as it could be and we hope this initiative will be a substantial contribution to 

improved public awareness. 

Establishment of an Integrity Commission and Political Donations Reform for the 

Commonwealth Parliament 

The new Commonwealth government has promised to have an Integrity Commission 

operational by mid next year, with the legislation passed by the end of this year and to reform 

donations regulation. 

Eureka Australia raised these issues seeking policy positions from all parties twice prior to 

the federal Election. The Labor Party was the only party to respond to our reminder, and it 

was positive. EA will keep a continuing brief on these issues and will  monitor the action the 

Government takes on these matters. 

Establishing Activity Groups for projects.  

These Groups would contain at least one Committee member but also members or in some 

cases non-members with specialist expertise. 

They would work outside the formal committee process and report each couple of months to 

the Committee  

Initial Activity groups  

¶ Ballarat Driving App:  Maurice Hanrahan, Eric Howard, Graeme McGregor, Nicola 

Cousen  

¶ Ballarat Diggers March:    Phillip Moore, Eric Howard 

¶ Democracy Award Dinner:   Margie OôBrien, Rosemary Callinan, Marianne & Jim 

¶ Melbourne App promotion and placement on website: Michael van Leeuwen, Eric 

Howard  

¶ Media group, Marianne Messer  

¶ Educational group with discussion about young people and climate change & 

allowing 16 year olds to vote, promoting democracy Ukraine v Russia etc  TBD  

¶ Use of the Eureka flag, Marianne Messer 

¶ Following up our repeat correspondence and a response from the then opposition, 

now government, prior to the election re a national Integrity Commission and limits 

on political donations at the federal level. Committee item 

¶ Democracy dialogue encouragement by EA.  Mary Howlett  
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Membership 

Some good progress has been made this year in expanding our membership but much more 

could be done and needs to be done to improve our ability to deliver programmes and 

projects. Look to engage with friends, family and use the eurekaaustralia.org.au website to 

provide vital information about what we are about and what we do, to encourage people to 

join us on our journey. 

Thanks to all members and friends who attended the Launch of the Pathway at Ballarat. 

 

EUREKA óPATHWAY OF REMEMBRANCEô HONOURS AUSTRALIAôS 

DEMOCRACY MARTYRS.  

The launch of the new Eureka Pathway of Remembrance on Friday May 27th Eureka 

Australia, is a significant milestone, not just for Eureka Australia and partner, the City of 

Ballarat, but for Australian democracy.  The pathway is a memorial to Australiaôs democracy 

martyrs at Ballaratôs Eureka Stockade Memorial Park, on the very site where they fell.  The 

launch which had been delayed twice by Covid, could not have happened during a more 

significant   week for democracy in Australia.  On the previous Saturday   May 21st,   the 

nation saw our democratic process at work, as Australia voted for a federal government 

change.  Without violence, in a peaceful and seamless way, a new government was 

democratically elected and installed.  The Pathway of Remembrance launch reminded us that 

Australiaôs democracy while a matter of pride for us, was hard won.   

 

Michael van Leeuwen, Vice President Eureka Australia and Peter Gavin, Secretary EA 
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The Eureka Pathway of Remembrance memorialises the 35 diggers and miners known to 

have died as a result of the Eureka Stockade on 3 December 1854.  In a manner that 

acknowledges the egalitarian nature of our nation,   Miners and Soldiers are recognized 

alongside each other, ordered 

only by their   country of birth, 

their surname in alphabetical 

order, and simply identified as 

óMINERô or óSOLDIERô.  

While most who fell were 

diggers, the Pathway of 

Remembrance also acknowledges the military personnel who were carrying out their 

superiorsô commands and defending the authority of the land as they saw it.  The tree lined 

pathway is a beautiful and appropriate addition to the Eureka Museum precinct.  The access 

pathway from the Eureka Centre passes by the lake and approaches the new Information 

Panel setting out the purpose, contributors to and significance of the commemorative 

Pathway of Remembrance at its eastern end. The tree lined walk passes by the individual 

commemorative plaques to the 35 persons who fell as a result of the Eureka Stockade Battle. 

The path then continues on a short distance to the bronze ñEureka Circleò where 20 

individual cut-in panels tell the Eureka Stockade story. 

 

Cr. Daniel Moloney, Mayor of the City of Ballarat at the Pathway of Remembrance 

Launch (above and below) 

άThis place within the Eureka precinct is a hallowed site where men 

were prepared to lay down their lives for their rights and liberties 

and democratic principles as well as for those men fulfilling their 

duty to the Colonial Governmentò Phillip Moore, past president Eureka 

Australia, Pathways of Remembrance Project proposer and initiator  
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His Excellency Mr. Tim Mawe, Ambassador for the Republic of Ireland to Australia, in 

announcing Irelandôs financial support for the project, described the Pathway of 

Remembrance as an important and tangible expression of the spirit of Eureka.  

ñI am delighted that Ireland has been able to support the development of the pathway.ò  Mr. 

Mawe said.  ñIt is a small contribution to recognise the sacrifice made by the 14 Irishmen and 

all those who sacrificed their lives for an ideal of democracy in 1854ò. 

 

 

His Excellency Mr. Tim Mawe, Ambassador for the Republic of Ireland to Australia, 

addressing the gathering for the Pathway of Remembrance Launch (above and below) 
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Phillip Moore, past president of Eureka 

Australia, who proposed and initiated the 

Pathway of Remembrance, identified that 

the roots of Eureka lie deep in the soils of 

many nations. ñThe diggers who fought at 

the Eureka Stockade and the thousands of 

people who came to the Victorian 

goldfields, were often refugees from 

political oppression, from economic 

disaster and from famine. Many had 

experienced revolution. They had come to a 

new land with the hope for a better life and 

many with a ferment of ideas concerning 

social justice, the rights of human beings 

and the principles of democracyò.   

The 35 who died at the Eureka Battle came 

from six nations: 14 from  I reland, eight 

from England, three from Germany, two 

from Canada, one from  Russia, one 

Australian native born, and four of 

unknown origin.  

Launching the pathway, Eric Howard AM, President of Eureka Australia, celebrated that 

Eureka was a multi-cultural event with a legacy that continues on today.  ñPeople came from 

many nations and most of the participants were relatively young, in their 20ôs and 30ôs. Their 

legacy down the years is the magnificently successful multi-cultural Australian society we 

have today and the vigour of our young forward looking society.ò 

 

Eureka Australia President Eric Howard AM addresses the gathering for the Launch at 

the Eureka Centre 
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The story and importance of Eureka is not just about a short and bloody battle at the Stockade 

where men were prepared to lay down their lives for their órights and libertiesô. It is about a 

series of well organized, non- violent democratic events by the diggers and their supporters 

preceding the Stockade, illustrating the power of the people in demanding their óinalienable 

rightsô. Itôs about a new freedom, a Charter drawn up by the Ballarat Reform League.    

 

It is, in writer and patriot Thomas Keneallyôs estimation, the defining moment in our 

democratic history.  ñEureka lives on in the hearts and will of every Australian who 

understands, believes in and acts on the principle that the people are the only legitimate 

source of all political power,ò Thomas Keneally states in the Film Victoria documentary, Riot 

or Revolution. 

Irish ambassador Tim Mawe reminded the crowd gathered for the Pathway launch of our 21st 

century responsibilities to honour those who gave their lives for our democracy.  ñThe 

pathway is also a reminder to us all that the struggle for democracy continues today and that 

all of us are on a path that demands that we each do what we can to deliver the ideals of the 

Eureka fallenò. Mr. Mawe said. 
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Members and friends gather for the launch at the Pathway site (including 

Michaela Settle MP, Denise Shine, Mary Howlett  and Peter Gavin) 

At the Eureka Stockade on December 3rd, 1854, for the first and only time, Australians faced 

each other under different flags, in a battle for democracy.  Far more than a struggle against 

an unfair minerôs tax, the battle was for the Ballarat Reform League Charterôs demands for 

democratic principles:  no taxation without representation, an elected government 

accountable to the people, a reduced fee to dig for gold, greater decentralised government 

decision making and strengthened democracy with reduced policing and military on the 

goldfields.  While the battle was lost, the moral victory was won.  

 

The Mayor of Ballarat, Cr. Dan Moloney launches the Pathway of Remembrance  
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Within four years Eureka had unleashed a torrent of reform. The demands of the Ballarat 

Reform League Charter resulted in full and fair representation, manhood suffrage, and no 

property qualification of members for election.  A short duration of Parliament was 

introduced, together with an immediate and far reaching change in the management of the 

gold fields.  The role of Gold Commissioner across the Victorian fields was disbanded, Police 

numbers were substantially reduced and the detested diggerôs license was abolished, replaced 

with a new Miners Right at a much reduced fee giving the holder the right to dig for gold, to 

establish a dwelling on the Miners Right land and a right to vote. These were remarkable 

changes and concessions that were achieved.  

 

As well, the government {public officials} drew up a ballot paper and a secure voter 

recording system for the first time in world history, for the election (1856) of members to the 

new Legislative Assembly, enabling secret voting to occur for the first time ever, the world 

leading so-called ñVictorian voteò. This had been a key objective of the British Charters of 

the 1840ôs, but it was in fact first achieved here in Victoria. 

 

ñEureka is Australiaôs most important story of ordinary people seeking a fair go from 

overbearing authority,ò Eric Howard said at the Pathway launch. ñItôs a message even more 

relevant today.ò 

 

ñThe values of Australian society, the 

right to a fair go, the existence of a 

government elected by and really 

accountable to all the people, looking 

out for their interests, were 

dramatically strengthened as a result 

of Eureka. Within two years of 

Eureka, the autocratic, overbearing 

government fully controlled by a 

Governor was swept away with an 

elected lower house (broad based 

male suffrage ï built around having a 

minerôs right or a twelve month lease 

or owning property or having a 

certain level of income) and a less 

democratically based but reformed upper house introduced. These reforms were far reaching 

and ground breaking for this society. ñ 


