
Page 1  

    

 

LIBERTY! 
Proclaiming Eureka 

 #90 December   2024 

 
   

Facebook: Eureka Australia.      Email: 

committee@eurekaaustralia.org.au    

www.eurekaaustralia.org.au 

 
 
 
  

Welcome to Liberty!   

Inside:  
 “170 years since Eureka”. EA President Eric Howard P.2 
“Hearing to Voice” Cathy McGowan by Mary Darcy EA P.6 
“The Key to Effective Democracy” Cathy McGowan. P.8 
 “Our Beautiful Democracy.” Barry Cassidy. P.9 
“In Search of the Treason Triallers”. Marianne Messer EA. P.11 
“Monster Meetings at Bakery Hill”. Phillip Moore EA. P.14 
Eureka Australia Committee: P 16 
Eureka Australia Membership form: P 17 

Absolutely Ai 

Be a part of proclaiming 
Eureka!  
 A friendly reminder for 
members to pay their 
memberships for 2025, 
and to encourage new 
members.  
The Membership 
application form is on 
page 17 
 

mailto:committee@eurekaaustralia.org.au


Page 2  

    

 

  

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 
Eric Howard, Eureka Australia  

Looking back on 2024, the 170th anniversary of Eureka 
It was the courage and vision of the diggers and their supporters that shaped the post Eureka governance 

and character of the booming new colony of Victoria So the 170th anniversary is an opportunity to reflect 

on our remarkable and uniquely Victorian and Australian democracy, which Eureka did so much to 

accelerate and boost in the mid 1850’s and down the years since. In gathering here tonight we are also 

recognising the importance of nurturing and strengthening our democratic way of life.  

We applaud and honour the contribution to representative democracy embodied in our 2024 Democracy 

Awardee, Cathy McGowan. Cathy provided her constituents with a fresh opportunity to share their 

aspirations for change and improvement, and always referred back to their wishes and priorities in her 

parliamentary advocacy.  
It is noteworthy that in 2022, Eureka events were honoured in the naming of a redistribution outcome as 

the new electorate of Eureka, 168 years after the highly significant event occurred at Ballarat. This new 

electorate naming is a source of considerable pride and satisfaction for us all. It is magnificently 

appropriate in commemorating the Diggers’ courage in 1854.  

Since 2023 we have actioned two key activities which will continue into the future.  

One: the locating and follow up discussions with families wherever possible, to secure suitable recognition 

of the resting places of the 13 men charged with treason by the Victorian Government and acquitted by 

the Melbourne juries after their individual trials in February to March 1855.  

Thank you to Simon Huggard EA member and Advisor to our Committee on this project for his exhaustive 

research work to date which has located a number of individuals’ resting places. The US government 

through the American Embassy and Ambassador Kennedy conducted a ceremony last year to mark the 

general location of John Joseph’s unmarked grave site at the White Hills site in Bendigo. It was a moving 

ceremony.  

Four of the other 12 have known grave sites but eight do not and it is thought four of those are buried in 
the home countries.  
We think it is likely to be a five plus year or so project and we plan a fund raising appeal to be launched 

around mid 2025. 

TWO:  The project to seek UNESCO listing of the Central Victorian Goldfields. We are working with the 

Listing Committee of local governments seeking to ensure that the more abstract but deeply important 

demands for political rights and social change from across the Victorian goldfields from the early 1850’s 

are appropriately recognised, documented and promoted as a foundation of the UNESCO bid.  

The Victorian goldfields agitated over some years for these vital changes. Physical buildings matter but 

political reform and cultural change deliver lasting social impact. We believe the torrent of political, 

economic and social reforms that Eureka and other events across the goldfields heralded, as 

Victoria moved strongly towards liberal democracy , need to be bedrock components of the bid.  
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DEMOCRACY – A REFLECTION 
Democracy is a fragile thing. Around the world, from Ukraine to Myanmar, and elsewhere, totalitarian 

regimes today continue to seek to brutally deny democratic government to many societies. 

Democracy requires constant nurturing. 

As citizens living in one of the world’s oldest continuous democracies and one of the best examples of a 

liberal democratic society, we face a great obligation to protect and strengthen Australian democracy. 

We need to do more to inform our community about what a democratic society entails, and what they can 

do to strengthen its condition.  

The goldfields progressively from 1854 shrugged off the militaristic authoritarian style of local government.  

Elected Mining courts, local governments and local health boards were set up during 1855. Police numbers 

were more than halved on the Ballarat and other goldfields as the unjust license system was removed and 

the goldfields Commissioner positions were also removed;  all as a result of the Goldfields Commission of 

Inquiry reporting to the government at the end of March 1855.  It was a major change in the operation of 

goldfield’s government administration and in Victorians’ view of acceptable government behaviour. 

What a massive transition from token representative government in 1854 to “elected responsible 

government” (in the lower house) two years later!  

The Eureka events influenced public sentiment in 1855 and beyond. They energised a swift and broadly 

supported move to introduction of responsible government, and the reforms that swept Victoria in the two 

years after Eureka, which were profound in scope and character.  

The Melbourne public in particular knew that a great injustice had been visited upon the diggers at Eureka, 

who represented goldfields communities across Victoria. Melbourne’s response to Eureka, exemplified by 

the jury “not guilty” decisions, were symbolic of the deep community concern which turbocharged major 

and rapid change to political, social and economic rights for average citizens.  

Eureka sends a broader message down those years to us today. As one of our members, Martin Callinan, 

noted, “to foster convictions to be courageous about democracy requires manifest public demand for a 

better future. The circumstances that led to Eureka included this vital basis. Monster meetings of over 

10,000 people heard long debates and agreed on principles. Many today find it hard to believe these 

massive meetings actually happened.”  

In 2024, Freedom House reported that global freedom had declined for the 18th consecutive year. Over 

the past decade, the number of people living in democracies has fallen and many democratic countries 

have become less democratic. Like a virus, populists are replicating at an exponential rate and new strains 

of nationalism are emerging around the world. Autocratic leaders are personalising political power, 

strangling free speech, attacking diversity and adopting ‘strongman’ authoritarian measures. These global 

trends are not accidental. Autocratic regimes are learning from each other, picking up and refining 

techniques and manipulation tactics.  

The Department of Home Affairs established the Strengthening Democracy Taskforce in January 2023, 

recognising that our democracy is a national asset that should be protected. 

The Taskforce’s mission is to determine what can be done – practically – to strengthen Australian 

democracy 

Barrie Cassidy’s article in this issue of Liberty! Deals with this issue.    
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In July 2024, Minister Claire O’Neil released “Strengthening Australian democracy: a practical agenda for 

democratic resilience, a report compiled by a task force of experts which contends that Australia’s 

democracy is strong but vulnerable.  

“Democracy is a precious national asset. We must recognise and celebrate its strengths, acknowledge its 

vulnerabilities, and join with common purpose to ensure our confident, vibrant and resilient democracy is 

protected, nurtured and advanced.” 

The report identifies four major challenges that democracies internationally are facing today:  

1. Mis- and dis-information.  

2. Foreign interference is Australia’s principal national security concern,  

3. Social Cohesion. "a united nation does not mean we all have to agree on issues.” Democracy is not just a 

system of government, it is a set of cultures and values about how we resolve conflict.  

4. Public Trust. In a recent public service commission survey, 90% of Australians say they trust the AEC. 

Despite these strengths, many Australians remain concerned about the trajectory of democracy. 

We have a remarkable history of innovation and leadership in democracy. Claire O’Neil stated “If I could 

change one thing to improve Australian democracy, it would be that more Australians know about this rich 

and proud history. “ 

The reason we are one of the most successful, resilient and strongest democracies in the world is because 

smart citizens fought for innovation, change and improvement.  

Eureka Australia regards the Strengthening Australian Democracy report as critical to our activities and 

objectives. 

Carolyn Holbrook, Deakin University Associate Professor in history, commenting on the strengthening 

democracy report noted: “An immediate option for the government is to commit to a creative and 

innovative education initiative, conceived around the concept of democracy itself. Australia has plenty of 

material with which to build pride in its democratic history “  

Similarly, the government could increase funding for the Museum of Australian Democracy at old 

parliament house. The Australian War Memorial has been extravagantly funded in its role as the national 

shrine to ANZAC commemoration. Why isn’t old parliament house, adequately funded to become the 

shrine to Australians’ most important ideal — democracy?  

 
COMMEMORATION 

The goldfields communities had come to a new land with the hope for a better life, only to find these 

hopes severely challenged by an authoritarian government of the old European order. It imposed 

militaristic rule, excessive gold licence fees and aggressive licence hunts. It ignored corruption and abuse 

by police, restricted political rights, denied any effective representation or access to land and was 

determined “to put down democratic agitation”.  

The diggers built their stockade not to launch an attack but to stand and defend, under the flag of the 

Southern Cross, their rights and liberties, to protest against oppression and corruption, to fight for freedom 

and to assert their democratic rights.  
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On 11th November 1854, in the presence of 10 000 people, the Ballarat Reform League presented the 

Charter of Bakery Hill, which was unanimously adopted as the Diggers’ platform. The Ballarat Reform 

League sought manhood suffrage, no property qualifications to run for parliament, a short duration of 

parliament and payment for members. Locally they wanted the immediate disbanding of the gold 

commissioners and the ‘total abolition of the licence tax’.  

The Charter declared 

their intention to 

commence ‘a thorough 

and organised agitation 

of the gold fields and 

the towns’. Education 

of the electorate! 

This Charter of Bakery 

Hill went to the heart of 

democracy. It claimed 

that every citizen had 

an ‘inalienable right … 

to have a voice in 

making the laws he is 

called upon to obey’ 

and that the goldfield 

communities had been 

subjected to bad and 

unjust laws and thus 

‘tyrannised over’. At 

the same time the 

league reminded 

Queen Victoria that 

there was another and 

higher source of power in a prerogative which was ‘the most royal of all’. “The people”, it declared, “are 

the only legitimate source of all political power.” They proposed to use that power if forced to do so, and 

thus supersede the ‘royal prerogative’ of the monarch, powerful words indeed. 

The charter is a substantial document in the history of democracy in this country. The charter is entered on 

the UNESCO memory of the world heritage register as a document of universal democratic principles, 

which are enhanced in the Australian constitution, and yet it is largely unknown outside of Victoria.  

And now I would ask you to please stand and repeat the lines of the oath of allegiance that the diggers 

recited at Bakery Hill on Thursday November 30th as they contemplated the daunting stand they proposed 

to take to defend their rights at Eureka - as it turned out - some 3 days later:  “We swear by the Southern 

Cross to stand truly by each other and fight to defend our rights and liberties.” 

Professor John Molony reminds us that “The men and women who had been at Eureka knew that in this 

new land, the right to stand up against tyranny, to be treated with respect befitting a human person and to 

hope in, and work for, a better future, is inalienable. They knew that those things had been fought and died 

for at Eureka. They had stood up for a freer, more democratic society and we are all the beneficiaries”.     

Let us never forget the men and women of Eureka 

 

Absolutely Ai 
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“The people are the only legitimate source of all political power”. 
Why Cathy McGowan is Eureka Australia’s Democracy Awardee for 2024.  

Mary Darcy, Eureka Australia 

Almost 40 years ago, I heard a wonderful African-American Woman, Nelle 

Morton use the phrase: “hearing to voice”. This describes a situation 

where people unable or unused to speaking, begin to speak when they 

become aware that someone is listening. 

This phrase echoes through the work and life of Cathy McGowan and it 

came to mind frequently while I was reading both her words and words 

written about her. Throughout her long career of working with and leading 

Community Organisations and working within Government Organisations 

as well as teaching in Schools and Universities Cathy has been a catalyst 

for bringing the Voices of those on the margins into the mainstream 

conversations and decision-making processes across Australia. Grass roots 

Democracy! 

Just last week I turned on WIN News and there on the screen was a large gathering of young women and 

there  was Cathy in the middle of the screen just for an instant , seated at a table, her head tilted slightly 

listening intently to the young women around the table. I thought ‘There she is, still hearing to voice!’ 

In 2024 Eureka Australia’s Democracy Award honours Cathy with for her in role initiating the movement, 

Voices for Indi. 

It started when Cathy took a phone call from her nephew and niece who cared deeply about their home 

community and wanted to change the seat of Indi to a marginal seat. Cathy listened and took them 

seriously.  In spite of not wanting to stand for election herself, she heard the potential in their idea and put 

it to trusted family and friends. Cathy thought there could be a way to do this and that it had to be driven 

by the young people. 

The process was a masterclass in using the resources she had around her to devise a way of listening to a 

whole community talking about what they cared about. Cathy had highly skilled Community Development 

workers, those who could organise and strategise, those with experience in local government and training 

in Leadership especially in the farmers’ organisation, Women in Agriculture. She had the vision and energy 

of the young ones. 

Cathy also had kitchen tables! Who else but rural women would devise a process based on a one hour 

meeting with food! Fifty people came forward and were trained to lead the Kitchen Table meetings. They 

invited friends, neighbours, associates to share what they cared about. Voices being heard. Political 

involvement in a safe space. As Cathy says in her book (Cathy Goes to Canberra): 

“My belief is that we were simply making democracy work: that the person who got elected was 

representing the beliefs of the majority of the people in that seat as they related to the lives, aspirations 

and environment of those electors. The representative would represent the people and the two would 

report back to each other.” Sounds familiar!! 

Simply making democracy work was obviously not simple and was very hard work. The level of continued 

engagement and perseverance with so many people involved appears to me to have been quite heroic! 

Cathy couldn’t take on every suggestion put forward, but she committed to listen, to represent and to give 

voice. 
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Then, the community had to find someone to stand as a candidate. I notice they began with a footballer or 

someone well known like a local Mayor but there were no takers! 

In spite of her reluctance to become a parliamentarian, the voices of the young ones called her to be the 

change she wanted to see. And as she says: “I truly didn’t want to let them down. They and the Voices for 

Indi had invested so much time and energy and taken big risks in getting us to this place”. 

To answer the call of a community who place their trust in you to represent what they care about is not for 

the faint hearted and Cathy rose to the challenge. There is a cost to democracy, a call to self-

transcendence .Cathy stepped into living the process of democracy and gave up what she called her lovely 

life to do so. 

Cathy was elected in 2013 as the Independent member for Indi, making history as the first woman to sit on 

the cross bench of the House of Representatives. Then she was elected for a second term in 2016 using the 

same process. Cathy was clearly meeting the challenge of faithfully representing the people of Indi. 

Today Cathy continues to support communities who want to come together and discover what they really 

want from people they trust to represent them. 

The process which formed Voices for Indi has provided a powerful lived-out example of participatory 

democracy which 11 years later still reverberates across the political landscape of Australia. 

Cathy has changed forever the process for choosing candidates for election to our parliament. It has been 

followed by other independents and is documented in her book, The Indi Way: what it takes to really 

experience the process of “hearing to voice”. 

It is not easy or passive , it is about bringing about change, it requires hard work, tenacity, the will and the 

skill to keep going together when the going gets tough. Cathy continues to engage in this, to believe in the 

power of the community. 

There is a little story in her Community’s book, The Indi Way, which to me sums up the essence of the 

process of change. It is contained in Kate Kennedy’s speech made on the day, 19th of May 2013, when 

Cathy announced her intention to stand as an independent. I won’t tell you the whole story (you can buy 

the book.) A young cotton farmer called Stu Higgins was being interviewed by Sarah McDonald about the 

results of a challenge he was issued to hand over some of his farm to people who thought they could make 

better decisions than he could! It is a great story as Kate calls it, ä kind of microscopic democracy” was 

formed. Sarah asked Stu “Do you think this project has achieved some long-term change in people’s 

thinking? 

His response is succinct and powerful: 

Ï think so but I’m not sure. I have only ever seen change occur in a very specific set of circumstances- when 

a group of people who aren’t used to listening are made to listen to people who aren’t used to being 

heard. 

I think we can agree that the Indi Way has brought about change that is still occurring and we honour 

Cathy for her on-going role in ensuring that Communities are at the heart of political processes. 

As the Eureka Reform League Charter states, “the people are the only legitimate source of all political 

power”. 
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Eureka Democracy and Community Independents- a journey 
Cathy McGowan  

 As it is clear in the Eureka story – the key to effective democracy is the vote. 

 In Indi we used this principle to build community capacity – the power of the vote was a key motivation for people 

to get involved – by choosing how to vote you can influence how things work; the power of what their vote can 

deliver. Also we built the capacity of people to engage in and understand the power of democracy and their vote. 

The power of accountability. The opportunity of a community being at the centre of democracy.  Of a community 

electing their representative, and holding their representative to account. Our electorate, Indi in NE Victoria, has 

more than 100,000 voters.  We stretch from Wodonga to Corryong, along and east of the Hume Highway – through 

Wangaratta, Benalla, Euroa, and across to the Great Divide, Falls Creek to Buller, Mansfield and down to Marysville 

and Kinglake. 

The many positives for the people of Indi from this process of democracy included better policy and lots of things: 

new trains, improved tracks, over 70 mobile phone towers. But our people also benefited from the emotion – the 

emotion of winning.  In Indi we didn’t often win things, let alone big competitions, and the emotion of winning, of 

our community getting things, the emotional benefit of discovering the capacity to influence outcomes has stayed 

with those involved.  They continue to use their capacity to get things done. Outcomes like Indigo Power and Totally 

Renewable Yackandandah, which bring the young people home with their partners, their families, their skills, 

networks and energy.  The winning has truly changed the vibe in the electorate.  The community likes being at the 

centre and they want to keep it that way.  This belief has not gone away - Helen Haines has begun her campaign for 

the election next year and volunteers are turning up in their 100’s to door knock in the rain. Helen will have over 

2,000 volunteers ready to staff the booths at election time: 2,000 out of 100,000. That’s something. 

 And there’s another link between Eureka and Indi through our town of Beechworth.  

In 1853- responding to the cover up of a murder, 3,000  attended  a public meeting, in Beechworth on April 2, 1853 

to protest and demand justice. Dr. John Owens led the petition and made three visits to Melbourne to submit to 

Parliament in September 1853 the key elements of the peoples’ petition for an independent commission: 

1. Broad jurisdiction, to investigate the people it needs to 
2. Common rules, so that everybody is held to the same standard of behaviour 
3. Appropriate powers, so that it can actually do its job 
4. Fair hearings, so that investigations are done openly when in the public interest 
5. Accountability to the people, so that the Commission answers to public, not political interests. 

George Black, a chartist, also actively involved with the local organising moved to Ballarat and took the ideas with 

him. 

For more read the Jacqui Durant story – https://jacquidurrant.com/tag/dr-john-owens/ 

In 2023 Dr Helen Haines, current MP for Indi (community independent) used the Beechworth Principles as the 

philosophical base for her speech petitioning the Federal Government to introduce an Integrity Commission. 

https://www.helenhaines.org/media/government-can-do-right-with-beechworth-principles/ There’s a direct link 

between the diggers of Beechworth, the Eureka heroes and what is happening now across Australia; where there are 

over 50 electorates working on the ground, linked by the DNA of the Indi model, the Indi Way of putting the 

community at the centre of political action. 

It is such an honour- thankyou, to be selected as the Eureka Australia Democracy Awardee. I am really ‘chuffed’ to 

be part of the 170th celebrations – a true career highlight. 

 

 

https://jacquidurrant.com/tag/dr-john-owens/
https://www.helenhaines.org/media/government-can-do-right-with-beechworth-principles/
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New Edition of Cathy Goes to Canberra 
Cathy has released a new revised and updated 2nd edition of Cathy Goes to Canberra,  which tells a story of a 

leadership journey, the story of a community finding its voice,  the theory and model of how to with practical  tips 

and processes.   

Cathy’s book is a celebration of rural and regional Australia and its vital, motivated and clever people. 

Follow the link to order and enjoy a special discount for Liberty! readers  

https://publishing.monash.edu/product/cathy-goes-to-canberra-updated/ for a20% discount - In the coupon ‘box’ 

input CIM20 when checking the website. 

Our beautiful Democracy  
By Barry Cassidy 
(Editor’s note. This wonderful speech covering why Australia has a beautiful democracy, one we owe largely to the 
Eureka aftermath, was provided by Barrie Cassidy and presented on his behalf by his colleague and Eureka Australia 
committee member, journalist Jim Brown, at the Eureka Australia Annual Democracy Award Dinner on November 
30th, 2024.  We are very thankful to Jim for stepping in at short notice.) 

“Good evening everyone and welcome.  My name is Jim Brown.  We were all looking forward to our keynote speaker 
Barrie Cassidy, but this morning he confirmed he’s bedridden with a virus. So I am standing in for Barrie tonight.  We 
are both journalists and have been so for most of our lives. Barrie’s career started early. At the age of 13 he became 
an unpaid sportswriter for the Federal Standard-in Chewton, a 
role he held for 5 years while he was still at High School.    

His first paid role was as a cadet journalist in Albury, followed by 
Court reporter at the Herald Sun, then Victorian press gallery 
reporter for the ABC. This led Barrie to Canberra as the ABC's 
federal political correspondent for radio and television where he 
quickly earned universal professional respect.   

Seven years later, in 1986, to his surprise, Prime Minister Bob 
Hawke invited Barrie Cassidy to become his personal press 
secretary. Returning to the ABC he worked all round the world and won too many awards to cover here tonight. 

His current position is something of keen interest to us all here – he is Chair of the Board of Old Parliament House, 
the Museum of Australian Democracy. So we are unlucky not to have Barrie with us in person tonight. He shares our 
deep love of our democracy and how we all should cherish and find ways to defend it.” 

Here’s Barrie’s presentation: 

Democracy Standard Bearer to the World? 
 “Good evening. 

Tonight, because of the most recent world events, I want to take a look at the United States, the biggest economy in 
the world, the one country that believes in its heart that it is the democracy standard bearer to the world, the 
country and its people who profess a love for democracy.  

This all of course came to an astonishing flash point on a January 6th, 2021 when a mob in support of Donald Trump 
convinced in their own minds that the election had been stolen from them, stormed the congress.   

It was an insurrection. People were killed. Democracy denied. Who saw that coming? It happened despite the fact 
that nowhere has any governing authority, any campaign audit, any judiciary found any evidence of malpractice that 
might have impacted on the result. When millions of rusted-on Trump supporters believe in him, no matter what the 
courts find, then you get a sense of how that deep division will continue.  

Nick Bryant, who is a former BBC foreign correspondent, argues in his book that Trump is merely the symptom of a 
country with massive unresolved issues. The unending internal conflict - over issues like race, immigration, wealth 
distribution, gun control - cities versus the country - abortion rights - they just go on and on. They are deep seated 
and historical. 

https://publishing.monash.edu/product/cathy-goes-to-canberra-updated/
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How democratic is the United States anyway?   Look at the constitution and how power was distributed at elections.   
The house is democratic by most standards. But nothing happens without the Senate. 

Each state has two senators. No matter the size. So California with a population of close to 40 million has two 
senators. Wyoming with half a million people has two senators. The principle of One vote One value says that if 
Wyoming has two senators, then California should have 80. 70% of Americans want urgent and drastic reforms to 
gun laws, but they won't get them, because far more than half the senators live away from the big population 
centres.  

President Obama in 2016 said: We - The United States - is the only democracy in the world that deliberately 
discourages people from voting. They vote on a working Tuesday. The lines are notoriously long. 

The so-called United States doesn’t have a central and single electoral authority. The states have their own 
governing bodies setting the rules and the rules can vary.  And they don't have compulsory voting. Now, even here, 
there's a strong debate around this issue.  

So, could what happen with the USA elections happen here?  I don’t think so, but as I will tell you now there are 
warning signs. Australia has important guiderails born in the aftermath of the Eureka Stockade struggle. 

The major one is the Australian Electoral Commission. We have a single authority 
that oversees all elections with consistent rules and regulations, and it is well 
trusted by the public. 

But the AEC has come under attack. They were wrongly accused of changing the 
voting rules for the latest referendum on indigenous recognition. They did not!  
They were falsely accused of changing the rules, of excluding crosses on the 
ballot paper, to favour the yes vote.  It was a deeply disturbing development, threatening to undermine an 
institution, the judiciary, for political advantage. It is all too common in the United States and sadly, we are hearing it 
here. 

We at old Parliament House had a voting centre set up. Around 20,000 used it. They wanted to vote within an 
historic building on an historic day. But for the first time in my memory anyway I saw people turning up with biros, 
trying to hand them out, warning voters that if they used the provided pencils their vote could be erased and 
altered. A direct result of a credible organisation - a credible authority - undermined for political purposes. 

Australia’s second guardrail is compulsory voting.  Voting should be seen as a civic duty. 

In Australia we get a participation rate in the high 90s. In the US they struggle to get far above half the population 
voting. It means that in the US you can have just a little more than 25% of the population putting an individual in the 
White House.  

And a third guardrail is the political structure itself. The fact that basic government, ministries, emerge from the 
elected pool.    

A recent government sponsored survey showed that 95% of Australians agree democracy is important, but only 59% 
agree democracy in Australia is working as it should.  There is disillusionment, no doubt about it, and no wonder. 

The major parties are reluctant to deal with publicly important issues like election campaigns funding, truth in 
advertising, the pervasive influence of lobbyists, interest groups and gambling, over the political processes.   There is 
urgent need for reforms around these issues. 

In my view we are headed for a period, perhaps a longish period, of minority governments. There's nothing new 
about this. The DLP ruined Labor for almost two decades. Now the Greens challenge the Government, and lately the 
Teals, the independents, taking their most prized seats from them. 

When I first went to Canberra in 1980 more than 90% voted for one of the major parties. Now that number is at 
68%. The people are shouting a message from the rooftops. 

The public service has also let us down in recent times, too willing to do the bidding of governments. The awful 
Robodebt affair was a classic case. 

The media has a role, but there are serious concerns from serious journalists.  Commercial media has had to cut 
budgets and downsize. They look for conflict to embrace a niche market that's their business model. They try to do 

“Australia has important 
guiderails born in the 
aftermath of the Eureka 
Stockade struggle.” 

 



Page 11  

    

 

more with fewer journalists. As a result, you get fewer critical eyes, fewer people gathering the information and yet 
more using that limited information to opine and comment. 

 In my opinion, too often social media is a place where nuance, content and depth go to die.  And of course, it is so 
vulnerable to the worst disinformation and misinformation campaigns. 

But in our beautiful democracy, all these challenges can be overcome.   But only if we all keep an eye on it. 

As Chair of the Australian Museum of Democracy there something called The Strengthening of Democracy Taskforce. 
You can count on this Taskforce to take up the challenge of strengthening our democracy.  We are very conscious of 
our role and our capabilities. Now it has an even wider task, to sustain democracy.   Sustaining democracy is what we 
do. The core of what we do. 

The most important element is education. Educating future generations.   We get 350,000 visitors a year, 1,400 
guided tours. But most importantly 80,000 school students visit the building every year.  We want to do even better 
than that. And of course, we aim to reach so many more digitally, right around the country. 

We have to sustain democracy. We have to find the money and the resources to do it.  

We can't have the next generation ignorant to what makes up the basic pillars of democracy. We don't want them 
disinterested. They need to be exposed, and they need to be inspired. We got the basics right, which began after the 
Eureka Stockade battle, but we must find ways to be more open to reform and change. 

An academic from Stanford University in the US, Professor Larry Diamond, recently 
addressed our Strengthening of Democracy Task Force, and this is what he said, and 
this is important 

“Australia has been to the GP, and the doctor said look you're actually in good, even 
robust health.  But. There are some nasty viruses going around - misinformation, 
disinformation, polarisation, particularly in the media.   There's a growing distrust of 
politicians and the political processes. And. there's a powerful new transmission: social 
media and digital platforms, and that is going to test our immunity. We will need new 
remedies and new vaccines.” 

It was people power at Eureka which created Australia’s democracy, and it will take 
Australian people power to nourish and defend it.   Several democracies around the 

world have failed, unable to withstand the political storms in this troubled world. 

It is up to all of us to make sure it never happens here.” 

In Search of the Treason Triallers  
Marianne Messer 

Thirteen men from the Stockade were taken to Melbourne as prisoners and charged with treason.  They were John 
Joseph, John Manning, Timothy Hayes, Raffaello Carboni, Jan Vennik, James Beattie, Michael Tuohy, Henry Reed, 
James McFie Campbell, William Molloy, John Phelan, Jacob Sorenson and Thomas Dignum.   

Treason is the crime of attacking a state authority to which one owes allegiance. This typically includes acts such as 
participating in a war against one's native country, attempting to overthrow its government, spying on its military, its 
diplomats, or its secret services for a hostile and foreign power, or attempting to kill its head of state. A person who 
commits treason is known in law as a traitor. In 1854 this crime had the punishment of being hung, drawn and 
quartered.   

The charges as they appear in the court transcript from the 1855 Eureka Treason Trials are: 

“ The charge against you is, that having devised and intended to deprive our said Lady the Queen of the kingly name 
of the Imperial Crown in Victoria, you did express and evince such treasonable intention by the four following overt 
acts: 

1st That you raised upon a pole, and collected round a certain standard, and did solemnly swear to defend each 
other, with the intention of levying war against our said Lady the Queen. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_(polity)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Head_of_state
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2nd being armed with divers (check original spelling) offensive weapons, you collected together and formed troops 
and bands under distinct leaders, and were drilled and trained in military exercise, to prepare for fighting against the 
soldiers and other loyal subjects of the Queen. 

3rd That you collected and provided arms and ammunition, and erected divers fences and stockades, in order to levy 
war against our said Lady the Queen. 

4th That being armed and arrayed in a warlike manner, you fired upon. fought with, wounded, and killed divers of 
the said soldiers and other subjects then fighting in behalf of our said Lady the Queen, contrary to duty and 
allegiance. 

In the fourth count the charge against you is, that having devised and levy war against the Queen, in order to compel 
her by force and constraint her measures and counsels, you did express and evince such treasonable and divers acts, 
which overt acts are four in number, and the same as those described in the third count.“  

All prisoners were tried and 
acquitted by a jury of their peers, 
overseen by Judge Redmond 
Barry. 
Researcher and Librarian Simon 
Huggard, has been working to 
identify the resting places of the 
Eureka stockade participants who 
were tried for treason and 
acquitted in early 1855. He is also 
considering how to identify and 
approach descendants of the 
acquitted treason trial defendants 
and how Eureka Australia could 
seek funding for the creation of 
plaques/memorials for their 
involvement in the trials.  
So far Simon has discovered that 
three of those charged were 
buried overseas: John Manning 
(USA), Raffaello Carboni (Italy) and 
Jan Vennik (UK or Netherlands).  
Three, located in Victoria, already 
have plaques on them referring to 
the Eureka Stockade:  
James Beattie (Ballan), John 
Phelan (Nagambie) and Michael 
Tuohy (Terang) – all in Victoria.  

Michael Tuohy’s Eulogy In 

Ballan Times 23/ 9/1915 

comments: “Australia will 

never forget the heroes of 

Eureka, who laid down their 

lives for justice, and in those 

days to come, when the 

names of the oppressors are 

forgotten, the names of Michael Tuohy and those others who fought and bled for liberty on that 

December morn at Ballarat will be remembered and honoured.” 

Also Carboni when he wrote disparagingly about the miners that came in from Creswick ended his 

remarks by saying “One of them, MICHAEL TUEHY, acted valiantly so I shall say no more.” (Carboni, p.79) 
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The 1915 Ballan Times eulogy continues:  “They were surprised, when at the break of day, they saw the 

Red-coats about 150 yards away.  Then followed a couple of volleys from the soldiers, a scattered fire from 

the miners, which failed to check the charge. The miners broke and as Touhy escaped from the stockade a 

soldier ran at him with a bayonet.  He side-stepped the thrust by the narrowest margin, the steel ripped his 

clothes.  

 

Touhy and twelve others were handcuffed and taken to Melbourne, but he always spoke highly of an 

officer named Smith, who was in charge and stated that he was a good fellow and did everything he could 

for his prisoners.  On arrival at the Melbourne goal he and Raffaello were placed in the same cell.   
After his acquittal, he decided to go in for farming, and settled in the Ballan district where he has resided for the past 

40 years.  He always took a keen interest in democratic movements, and although old and feeble, he insisted on 

being driven to Ballan on the occasion of the last State elections to record his vote for the Labor candidate. “  

Timothy Hayes (1820 – 1873) has been discovered at the Melbourne General Cemetery, buried in a pauper’s grave, 
with no plaque or identification.  Timothy’s descendants have arranged for a plaque to be installed in the vicinity 
early in 2025. Eureka Australia’s President Eric Howard has approached the Cemetery trust with suggestions for 
providing further acknowledgement and Eureka Australia has committed to financially supporting any suitable 
initiatives agreed upon. 
Thomas Dignum (1836-?) Eureka Australia’s Maurice Hanrahan sent Simon contact information for Merilan Dignum 
who joined Eureka’s Children in 1989. Simon received a reply from Merilan on 9/10/24 saying “Yes he is my great, 
great, great grandfather”. I’ll have to go back through dad’s things.... He’s buried in the West Terrace Cemetery in 
Adelaide.”  
There are four treason triallers still to be found:   
Jacob Sorenson. Brian Wheatley (great, great grandson of “a Jacob Sorenson - buried in Casino, NSW in 1894) has 
provided some family information – but has no evidence if this is the same person. Jacob’s son Edward Sylvester 
Sorenson said his father was a labourer and miner. More research is needed. 
Henry Reed. Simon has eliminated Boroondara (Kew), Williamstown and St Kilda Cemeteries so far. Melbourne 
General Cemetery has two plots for a Henry Reed. One has a photo in FindaGrave but no headstone information). 
Brighton cemetery has no identifiable grave either. Bendigo’s Henry Reed grave is inconclusive.  He died aged 85 in 
1914.   
William Molloy. He is possibly buried in Ballarat (died 1884). But there are two other possibilities:  William Molloy 
(listed in the VIC Births, deaths and Marriages database) who died in 1878 or 1879 with no place of burial stated.  
James McFie Campbell.  There has been no burial information found as yet. Sources say he was an African man from 
Kingston Jamaica, with some researchers concluding he was buried back home in Jamaica. 
Simon reports that there is a lot of more work required to find these Eureka ancestors, and to determine how to 
appropriately acknowledge them.  At a recent Eureka Australia meeting the importance of having a consistent and 
recognisable Eureka grave site identification was discussed, with a sense that acknowledging Eureka and those who 
played their part in this significant national democracy milestone is more important than ever. 
“We are reaching out to families of those we are still looking for and inviting their involvement. “ 

Here are some of the methods Simon suggests we can use to trace our Eureka Ancestry: MyHeritage.com, 

Ancestry.com, Familysearch.org. State Library of Victoria –Cemetery records, genealogy collection. 

More research on Trove newspaper collection.  

Genealogical databases: Truthfinder.com and Peoplefinders.com. BDM databases: NSW BDM database, Qld BDM 
database.  
PROV which is great source to go back and look at names and origins of some of the trial defendants. 

https://prov.vic.gov.au/archive/VPRS5527.  

Or visit in person:  Visit Public Record Office Victoria. Victorian Archives Centre, 99 Shiel St, North Melbourne. 

Opening Hours: Monday to Friday 10.00am to 4.30pm. And the second and last Saturday of every month, Closed 

on public holidays. 

Some more PROV resources: Wills and Probates; Register of Prisoners; Coroners’ inquest results 1840-1985.  
Vic (and other) Police Gazettes. Findmypast is another useful resource.  
 
 

https://prov.vic.gov.au/archive/VPRS5527
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Monster Meetings at Bakery Hill and Raising the Eureka Flag 
The Digger’s and the People’s Grievances and Reactions                                                                     

PHILLIP MOORE 

The people who came to the goldfields in the early 1850’s were mostly young, hard-working respectable 

citizens; had a good education and were far from being an unruly, reckless and improvident mob. 

However, by 1854 the general community of diggers; their families and members of the public were 

experiencing a lack of good governance. Their hopes for a better life in a new country were being 

diminished by a tyrannical Government and their administration who were for instance: 

 Imposing an excessive gold licence fee that was a tax on labour rather than its reward being gold.  

 Authorising the conduct of licence inspections by armed police and troopers, who often harassed 

diggers at bayonet point.   

 continuously ignoring corruption and abuse by police. Furthermore 

 They mishandled the Bentley Trial concerning the murder of James Scobie 

 They wrongfully arrested McIntyre, Fletcher and Westbury from amongst the Diggers and 

supporters, concerning the burning of Bentley’s hotel. 

 They wrongfully arrested Johannes Gregorius, the disabled servant of Father Smyth.  

 They ignored and “put away” the Digger’s delegation request for democratic rights as manifested in 

their Ballarat Reform League Charter  

 And finally, they conducted a provocative licence hunt on the 30th November where shots were 

deliberately fired at diggers to cause unrest; spoiling for a fight.  

In protest to these injustices, the diggers and their supporters during this time organized on 4 occasions 

10-15,000 people to attend Monster meetings at Bakery Hill to air their grievances, to articulate their 

democratic demands, and if refused to take their stand and prepare for further provocation and a possible 

military attack by the Government. 

The Monster Meetings of 1854 

22 October – the Diggers and their Supporters air their grievances. 

11th November – the Ballarat Reform League (BRL) launch and have their Charter of Democratic Rights and 

Principles adopted.  (A Famous November Day coinciding with - Ned Nelly - hung 1880, Armistice Day- End 

of WW1 1918 and Prime Minister Whitlam’s sacking 1975) 

29th November – After unsuccessful meeting with Governor Hotham who rebuked their democratic 

requests, the diggers raise their Eureka Flag symbolising an anti- government stance, burn their licences 

and propose to meet again on December 3rd to decide what action needs to be taken. 

30th November – Early on this day Commissioner Rede reads the Riot Act, says he is going to put down this 

democratic agitation and then orders another provocative licence hunt where troopers fire over the digger 

heads. The diggers fearing a coming military attack call this meeting; appointing Peter Lalor as their leader, 

call for volunteers, swear an oath under the Southern Cross to defend their rights and liberties then move 

to the Eureka Lead to erect their defence barricade (the Eureka Stockade).   

December 3rd - Within 3 days the Eureka Stockade Massacre occurred. 

The diggers and their supporters at Bakery Hill were being pushed to the limits. All their meetings, 

protests, petitions and deputations were non-violent and were organized in a democratic manner whereas 

the government operated quite differently. They initiated secret codes, used spies, planned a secret police 
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network and sent provocateurs among the diggers to stir up trouble, hoping to be able to blame them for 

any violence that might arise.  

And even on the eve of 30th November when the diggers sent a delegation to Commissioner Colonel Rede 

to find compromise as a last- ditch effort to avoid possible conflict; he rejected them and finally on Eureka 

eve (Saturday 2 December) Rede stated “I am convinced the welfare of the State depends on the crushing 

of this movement. I will crush this democratic movement at one blow…’’ 

……………………………………………………. 

THE EUREKA FLAG AND THE BALLARAT REFORM LEAGUE CHARTER  

Whilst the Eureka Flag is a magnificent awe-inspiring iconic symbol under which the diggers swore an oath 

to “stand truly by each other and fight to defend their rights and liberties” - it is the BRL Charter that 

underwrites and is at the very essence of the Eureka events, and it was within this Manifesto that the 

Diggers and their supporters clearly articulated their aspirations stating clearly their democratic demands 

and principles – a cause they were willing to die for.   

These Eureka events, together with the Diggers Charter, were reported and applauded in the 1850’s in 

various countries around the world as a major democratic event. And more recently in 2004 the BRL 

Charter was entered on the UNESCO Australian Memory of the World Registry.  

The Ballarat Monster Meetings each time brought together some 10 to15,000 people; one third or more of 

Ballarat’s total population of 33,000 and equal to that of Melbourne’s population. Furthermore, the Eureka 

events in Ballarat were a culmination of democratic agitation and monster meetings across the Central 

Goldfields of Victoria e.g.: at Castlemane-1851, Bendigo-1853 and other Victorian goldfields. A supporting 

Monster Meeting of 6,000 was also held in Melbourne soon after the Eureka battle and before the treason 

trials.  

These numbers indicate the engagement of the people from across Victoria, and young at that, in their 

desire for a good, balanced, democratic and representative Government - and especially for a multi-

cultural society in a new country. They also illustrate the power of the people as indicated in the Ballarat 

Reform League Charter ie: – “that the people are the only legitimate source of all political power – the 

most royal of all prerogatives”.  

These people on the Goldfields came from over 30 countries, ie; from Ireland, England, various European 

countries, America, Canada, Russia, West Indies etc. which indicates that Eureka was more than just an 

English Chartist movement as is often stated.  

Eureka was a Transnational Event whose people from these countries came with democratic ideals and 

demands that had been evolving over time. Many had experienced political oppression, economic 

disasters, exploitation of labour, and famine. Some came as refugees and others had even experienced 

revolution. They knew how fragile and challenging the idea of developing a democratic government was. 

And so here in a new country at Ballarat in 1854 they saw the opportunity to fulfil their ideals and lay down 

the foundations for the democracy we have today. 

And as Mark Twain wrote about Eureka – “It may be called the finest thing in Australian history. It was a 

revolution small in size, but great politically; it was a strike for liberty, a struggle for principle, a stand 

against injustice and oppression. It was the Barons and John, over again, it was Hampden and Ship-Money; 

it was Concord and Lexington; small beginnings, all of them epoch-making – A victory won by a lost battle”.    

Whilst there are a plethora of major challenges and inadequacies facing democracy here in Australia and 

especially in places overseas, nevertheless let us not forget our Australian democracy is one of the first and  
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oldest democracies in the world and is considered as one of the most stable. We ought to be proud of it, 

protect it, understand it and enhance it. The question is do we value it or do we take it for granted; and 

just vote at the next election?  

Eureka is not just a story and an event; its purpose and outcomes encourage us in today’s world to be 

responsible and active democratic citizens that seek the common good as those young people did in 1854.  

We do love our Eureka Flag of the Southern Cross and its presence in many places and on buildings 

throughout Australia. Whilst this iconic symbol helps to promote the story of Eureka, it is the BRL Charter 

that provided the foundations of Australia’s most prominent and pioneering democratic demands and 

principles which helped set the base for the future development of democracy in this country. 

……………………………………………………….. 

Eureka Flag Raising Ceremony - Remembering Bakery Hill Monster Meeting 29/11/1854 

A Precursor to the Eureka 170th   Commemorative Events  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Raising the Eureka Flag with Ben Taylor-Deputy Mayor, and with Cr. Jay Morrison and Member for Eureka 

Michaela Settle                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
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MEMBERSHIP FORM: 

EUREKA AUSTRALIA 

DESCENDANTS AND SUPPORTERS INC. 

Membership Application/Renewal for 2025 (Jan-Dec) 
Please print all details and  where appropriate. 

 

Surname:   

Other Names:   

Address: 
  

  Postcode:   

Phone No 
Email 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 
Membership of Eureka Australia operates on a calendar year basis. 

 
 Ordinary Membership – Includes descendants of those connected with the Stockade event, its prelude 

and its aftermath as well as those who support the Eureka story and its ideals of democracy 

 Full $40.00 per annum        

*Concession $20.00 per annum        

 Family Membership Full           $40.00 +$20 = $60 per 
annum        

 Family M/ship Concession       $20.00 + $20= $40 per 
annum         

 Life Membership                  Full $300, Concession $150                       
 

Note:    Concessional Subscriptions apply to Commonwealth Pension Recipients & Students 

             For Family Membership please list each name and their contact details 
All amounts include GST 
 
DONATION WELCOME                             $................. 
 

           TOTAL CHEQUE/MONEY ORDER                                                    $.................                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
 
To send cheque or money order please print, complete this form and return with your cheque/money order to: 

Eureka Australia. 68 Dutch Road, Sunbury, Vic. 3429.  

If paying by EFT and you are a new member you would need to also complete and return this form as an initial 
record of your membership by email to committee@eurekaaustralia.org.au 
Direct Debit Details:  
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 
Account details  
Name: EUREKA AUSTRALIA DESCENDANTS & SUPPORTERS INC 
BSB: 633 000.      Account no: 214 470 585 
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