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Welcome.

Inside this issue of Liberty!

If you think Eureka was so last

~ century, this issue should convince
you the spirit of Eureka is more alive
than ever. From a fund raising
campaign to find and mark the graves
of the last of the 13 treason triallers,
to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese’s
Eureka reference in his welcome to
the Canadian prime minister. And
perhaps most significantly of all, the
inclusion of our Eureka Video on the
Australian school’s curriculum
website. “Eureka” even plies the
waters of Port Phillip Bay. The tug

“Eureka”, captained by Christian Messer, my son, a descendent of treason trialler Timothy Hayes, flies a different

Eureka flag day and night but carries the name proudly.
Marianne Messer, editor.
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President’s Column

This month, we are launching our appeal to raise funds to research and establish the location of the
gravesites of some 5 to 6 treason triallers who are buried somewhere in this country or overseas, to
enable their contribution to the development of our democracy in Australia to be recognised and
recorded.

We have written to two Embassies seeking their assistance with information and some resources and
plan to contact another two for that purpose where we have reason to suspect their countrymen
returned home in their final years.

With Simon Huggard’s assistance we are scoping the research task and will upon its adoption seek
submissions from researchers for this task. Our appeal target is $33,000

Two eminent international Democracy Supporters were invited to speak to the Combined Houses of
Parliament in Canberra during recent weeks.

Prime Minster Albanese in introducing Mark Carney, Prime Minister of Canada referred to some lesser
known historical links between our two countries.

In 1854, it was a Canadian, Henry Ross, who stood in the centre of the Eureka Stockade at Ballarat and
raised a new flag. The iconic Southern Cross, a symbol of the miners’ struggle for justice.

As Anthony Albanese remarked, “In other words, Prime Minister (Carney), Canadian rebels with bold
ideas have always been welcome here in Australia. That is because our countries have always
recognised something of ourselves in each other. We are two societies enriched by Indigenous cultures
and their love and connection to the beauty of our lands and our waters. Commonwealth countries
that have forged unique, proud and independent identities.

Democracies that did not just adopt the Westminster system —we made it fairer, stronger and our own.
Two nations that are at our very best when we look over our wide horizons. When we look out to the
world — and bring our values with us, as we engage with it.”

Some weeks later the Australian PM welcomed The President of the European Commission, Ursula von
der Leyen, to a joint sitting of both Houses of Parliament. | conclude my column with a transcript of her
wonderful speech.

These were important occasions and remarks and steps on our transition to new middle power
alliances and worthy of our awareness and attention

Eric Howard President Eureka Australia.

A defence of Democracy. European Union President Ursula von der Leyen.

“l am the first President of the European Commission to visit Australia in more than a decade. | am the first
President of the European Commission to address a joint sitting of your parliament. And | am honoured to
be the first woman leader invited to address this joint session of your parliament. It is a great privilege. And
one that | hope many more women will experience far sooner than my address has taken.

These were significant steps in Australia’s necessary transition to a multipolar world, as important allies for
the future were asked into our Parliament to address the Australian people.
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Countries that built economic models on the very premise of the stability and safety they provide are
facing a new reality. The world we live in is brutal, harsh and unforgiving. It feels upside down. What we
knew as certainties are in question. The comfort blanket of yesterday is ripped away. It is confronting. But
the world we are living in is also a more honest one. We are saying out loud what has changed and how we
are changing. Against this backdrop, my visit is not a symbolic trip. What we sign today will unleash a new
era of economic and security partnership. Europe is changed. And we are not just open for business. We
are here to begin a new epoch in our relationship rooted in the spirit of friendship.

Standing here in this majestic chamber - modelled after the British House of Commons but rendered in this
eucalypt colour — | am reminded of how young and vibrant your democracy is, while still being linked to
our enduring democracy in Europe born in Greece thousands of years ago. But your history is even more
ancient. And | acknowledge all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and the world's oldest
continuing culture.

Our continent owes so much to Australia. You fought for our safety, for our free Europe. As Defence
Minister, | visited your War Memorial, it was a solemn reminder of how much your country gave and the
everlasting obligation Europe owes to your men and women who sacrificed their lives for our common
freedom. We have a duty to not just preserve their legacy but to fortify it. Today this task has a new
urgency. | recently said that Europe could no longer be custodian of the old-world order, this just reflects
the reality of our changing environment, but this does not mean giving up who we are or on our values.
That matters, whether you are Europe or a regional power like Australia, accepting the world as it is simply
means making choices sooner and smarter. Both as governments and as institutions. But | stand here today
proud to tell you that Europe is changed, you can see that with how much ambition | have for this
relationship.

One of the indulgences of past decades has been to think that our world and our interests can be defined
by our neighbourhood. Nowhere proves that more false than Australia. It can take us more than 24 hours
to fly here, but so many of the issues that challenge you in Perth are the same as in Paris. Take energy
prices. None of us is immune to the shocks, both geopolitical and economic, that the war in Iran brings to
our populations. Pain at the pump is hard for our citizens. And just another reminder that building our
resilience is today's job. We in Europe have been reckoning with our dependencies, particularly with
Russian gas. There were warning signs, and we learnt the lesson in the hardest of ways, in February 2022.
For context, imagine, for example, if here in Australia you were forced to stop selling your iron ore
overnight? In a way, this is what we have had to do in Europe. Russian gas — a no go overnight. And after
our societies had already withstood so much. First, with the financial crisis, then the pandemic, the
beginning of the war in Ukraine and now a second energy gas and oil price shock. Diversification was and
remains a necessity.

This is why | am proud that we have made decarbonisation a defining pillar of our free trade agreement.
This is hard-headed common sense. In my six years as President, | have witnessed firsthand how climate
change is ravaging our continent. From floods in Valenica to the wildfires in Greece - which Australian
firefighters came and helped put out. We all know what we are seeing is more severe. Dorothea Mackellar
wrote of Australia's “droughts and flooding rains” affecting your “sunburnt country.” But the point is these
climatic events have become more frequent and more intense. And it is our common responsibility to find
solutions to power the planet we leave our children. This is why | am so pleased that Australia is
considering entering Horizon Europe. Horizon is the world's largest research and innovation programme.
So joining it will put Australian researchers alongside Europe's to create tomorrow's technologies. Whether
in clean tech, quantum or dual use capabilities. Our brightest minds are coming together.

With geopolitics at a boiling point we know firsthand that the more you build homegrown energy, the
sooneryou get independent and thus can shield yourself from energy price shocks
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We are in a race to electrify our economies. This is what future generations will judge us on.

But the war in the Middle East is not just contained to the economic costs. Today's world shows that
security threats are no longer restrained by distance but are enabled by technology. Malicious actors are
able to reach into our borders without ever leaving their own. Europe, like Australia, does not choose how
threats come to us. But we all suffer their fallout. What happens in Ukraine matters in Unley, Australians
have always understood this. Which is why you have remained steadfast in support of European security. It
should not be lost on anyone that the same surveillance plane that flew over Poland to help protect
Ukraine is now in the Gulf helping defend our partners under attack from Iran. Equally, it should not be lost
on anyone that Ukraine has rushed to the aid of the Gulf States to help them defend their skies against the
same Iranian Shahed drones that have been killing Ukrainians from the sky for years. Their cooperation has
deepened. And there is no clearer example than the unimaginable sight of North Koreans - fighting
Ukrainians on European soil.

We in Europe have also been battling attempts to undermine our democratic societies. And foreign malign
interference is just another example of the converging threats we face. As our adversaries adapt to
cooperate together we too must respond together. Because when we stand side-by-side we are stronger.
And this is why | am so pleased, you have accepted our offer of a security partnership. This is what we have
signed today. Creating a new defence industrial base, so that we are ready, to keep our people safe.
Because for us in this Chamber this is our number one duty.

In the same way, Australia understands that Europe's security is integral to its own. Europe knows- the
reverse is also true. Stability in the Indo-Pacific is our common goal. This is why when | went to India in
January, we also signed a defence and security partnership. With these agreements, we can bring together
our expertise to secure our maritime routes, collaborate to counter cyberwarfare, and build new defence
technologies together.

Another of the realities that this new world has shown us, is that dependencies can be weaponised.
Australia knows this all too well. Europe too has been challenged by its dependencies, not just on Russian
energy. But also, for our reliance on imports from a single supplier. We cannot and will not absorb China's
export-led growth model, and its

Industrial overcapacity. Last year, every single EU Member State ran a trade deficit with China. Both the
threat to our supply-chain security and the shock to our industrial base need urgent responses. These are
responses we can only devise together. For both Europe and Australia, getting China right is a strategic
imperative. This is why bringing life to our critical minerals partnership will be crucial to our success. We
cannot be over dependent on any supplier for such crucial ingredients. And that is precisely why we need
each other. Our security is your security. And with our new security partnership, we have each other's
backs.

The Europe | am representing is very different to what you have known. It has been ‘hard yakka' but we
finally got there. Today, we finally conclude our trade deal. And we mean it when we say it. This trade deal
is good to go. And | am so proud that we got this done. Because it is a fair deal, and one that delivers for
your businesses and one that delivers for ours. | think you call that: “hitting it for six.” A trade deal many
thought we might never land. But this reflects Europe's changing approach. From Latin America to India,
and | am so pleased to add, Australia. When it comes to trade, Europe is open for business. We are
rearming. We are decarbonising. We are preparing. We are becoming an independent Europe. And this
means a more outward Europe. And this is why | am here today. Because showing up matters.

This is my second visit to Australia. Last time | was enchanted by your Kangaroos and Koalas. But my
overriding impression of Australia was its pluckiness. You are a country that likes to give things a go. And
we are ' watching closely your world-feading social media ban. As a mother of seven childgeq,and




grandmother of six | feel acutely the responsibility of protecting our children. It is we, parents, who must
raise our children and not predatory addictive algorithms. Australia's example is one for us all. Your social
media ban was a community-led effort, bipartisan and is up and running. We wish you every success.
Several of our EU Member States are looking to follow. And earlier this month | convened for the first time
my panel of experts. They are examining how Europe can implement possible restrictions in the Union.
When it comes to the safety of our children no one should be surprised that we are so like-minded. And
willing to stand up for ourselves and the kind of societies that we want to live in. These things are precious.
And if the volatile world shows us anything, it is that they are worth protecting, collectively.

Looking on a map, it can feel like the distance between us is enormous. But | have to say being in your
country feels like being among friends, or mates. Let us take this friendship further than ever before. And
turbocharge a new age in Australia-Europe relations, showing that democracy has no distance.”

Ursula Von Der Leyen, President of the European Union, addressing the joint sitting of the Australian
Houses of Parliament March 25, 2026.

Eureka Video makes history
Leigh Callinan and Marianne Messer, EA committee
members.

The Eureka Australia Video is the first Al content
accepted by the government for educational
purposes.

This milestone achievement is the result of a collaboration
between Jim Brown from Eureka Australia and Absolutely Al.

The Eureka Video has been launched and is now available to
schools via the Federal Education Department's "The Civics
and Citizenship Education (CCE) Hub. “This is a big one”
explains creator Jamie van Leeuwen. “You can expect
Eureka Australia website hits to go up, when it is about
to be accessed by every school from grades three to
ten!”

Eureka Australia Committee member, Jim Brown, who wrote and narrated the video, descripes it as “the hest project
I've ever been involved with. It’s the best work I've ever done.” Launching the video on the Australian Curriculum
website, Rebecca McCann from the Federal Education Dept. explained where the Eureka video sits in the Australian
Curriculum.
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"(CCE) Hub is designed to support the teaching of the Civics and Citizenship components of the Australian Curriculum
from Years 3-10. It provides a curated collection of over 35 teaching resources and includes links to more than 170

external resources from trusted organisations
such as the Museum of Australian Democracy . =
and the Parliamentary Education Office. The

Hub also features a series of case studies from . ‘ .
Australia’s democratic history and a calendar of i \ ¢
civics events for schools. It is designed to ’

promote active and informed citizenship, the
CCE Hub helps teachers to deliver engaging

lessons on democratic processes, rights and b \ a
responsibilities, and civic participation to ¢ ©Absolutely Ai
students." Rebecca thanked Jim for the

Eureka/Ballarat Charter video that showcases a
part of Australian democracy.

Resources included on the Hub are non-commercial, free to schools and are reviewed before publication.

The link to the Civics and Citizenship Education (CCE) Hub is at: https://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/. The email
address for the CCE Hub is: info@civicsandcitizenship.edu.au.

Other Resources for History Teachers
The Eureka exhibit from the National Museum:

https://www.nma.gov.au

Scroll down to Nicky Winmar," Australia's Defining Moments', click on the right arrow, then scroll down to '3
December 1854' for a good summary of the Eureka Story.

In Search of Heroes: Eureka Australia’s Major Fundraising Campaign

Establishing the location of the resting places of 13 Treason Trial Participants charged by the authoritarian
Victorian Government after the December 1854 Eureka Stockade attack and acquitted by Supreme Court Juries
in individual trails from January to March 1855
Eureka Australia is committed to perpetuating the legacy of the Eureka Stockade through advocacy and events which
remind our country of how their hard-won democracy was formed and its continued influence today. The current
world situation is concerning, and any efforts we can make to remind people of the importance of being part of a
society founded on equality and freedom and the need for vigilance by us all to protect it, are a major goal for our
organisation. The commemoration of 13 of the most prominent (but largely forgotten) participants in the Eureka
Stockade and the remarkable democratic reforms (political, social and economic) that followed immediately,
influencing Australian society then and up to today, is an important component in fulfilling this goal.

What we are raising funds for

There were some 120 men and women inside the Eureka Stockade perimeter in Ballarat in 1854, who were attacked
by the Army and Police before dawn on December 3. Of this group, many were initially detained and 13 of these
were charged with and tried for Treason in individual trails in the Supreme Court in Melbourne. Juries in each of the
separate trials over the period from January 1855 to March 1855 acquitted each defendant.

Of these 13, there are 7 whose last resting places are not known and whose contribution to the critical story of a
turning point in the development of democracy in Australia warrants recognition and celebration. They should each
be recognised with a plaque on their gravesites commemorating their courageous roles in the important story of the
Eureka Stockade. The essential first step however is to establish the location of their resting places and record this
for posterity
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We are looking for contributions to help fund the research needed to locate these resting places.
The 7 whose graves have not been found are:

(i) Henry Reed and William Molloy — likely to have been buried in Australia.

(ii) Jacob Sorenson and James McFie Campbell — we believe they are probably buried overseas.

(iii) There are 3 who it is fairly certain have been identified as buried overseas — but we don’t know exactly where:
Jan Vennik (UK or Netherlands), John Manning (USA) and Raffaello Carboni (Italy).

What we are seeking from potential donors
e A one-off contribution (of any size)
e A more significant contribution to help continue this important research
e Help to identify others who may be interested in contributing funds
e Assistance with genealogical research or other work to identify potential graves

Our funding goal is modest: $23,000- $33,000.

Eureka Australia has kicked off the fundraising with a $5000 contribution from our own limited funds. Your support
will assist this extraordinary chapter in the development of our democracy to become better understood and ensure
that the courageous stand taken at Eureka by all, but particularly by these men, is honoured appropriately.

Eric Howard AM, President and Simon Huggard, Special Advisor.

Where are they now?

The Search for our Eureka heroes continues.
Marianne Messer

Eureka Australia has commissioned Simon Huggard with the task of locating and leading follow up
discussions with families, foreign government embassies and wherever else possible to secure a suitable
recognition of the resting places of the 13 men charged with treason by the Victorian Government and
acquitted by the Melbourne juries after their individual trials in February to March 1855.

The 13 prisoners charged with high treason were Timothy Hayes, James McFie Campbell, James Beattie,
Jacob Sorenson, John Manning, John Phelan, Thomas Dignum, John Joseph, Raffaello Carboni, William
Molloy, Jan Vennik, Michael Tuohy, and Henry Reed. Of the original 13, five have known grave sites but
eight remain unknown, with Simon reporting that four of those could be buried in their home countries. A
process of applying for support for this research is underway with letters being sent to the relevant
embassies to secure assistance in the search for their T
possible gravesites. So far Simon has documented that
three of those charged are buried overseas:

John Manning (USA), Raffaello Carboni (Italy) and Jan
Vennik (UK or Netherlands). There are five graves
which have plaques on them referring to the Eureka
Stockade:

John Joseph (Bendigo), James Beattie (Ballan), John
Phelan (Nagambie), Michael Tuohy (Terang) and
Timothy Hayes (Melb General Cemetery). The US
government through the American Embassy and
Ambassador Carolyn Kennedy conducted a ceremony
two years ago to mark the general location of John
Joseph’s unmarked grave site at the White Hills site in
Bendigo.

Thomas Dignum’s grave is nearly identified, with the final task to contact family to have plaques installed.
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Finding the graves of Henry Reed, William Molloy, Jacob Sorenson and James McFie Campbell still requires
further investigation. Timothy Hayes grave has also been found, marked and recently been included in the
Melbourne General Cemetery Guide to significant gravesites. Grave number 110. His name appears
alongside other Eureka luminaries including Judge Redmond Barry, and Peter Lalor.

UNESCO Update

Revised timeline': Goldfields to wait years for World Heritage Listing
By Bryan Hoadley. Ballarat Courier. (Updated November 14 2025 - 7:18am, first published 5:50am)

The Victorian Goldfields will not gain UNESCO World Heritage Listing status until at least 2030, in a blow to the
region's tourist economy.

The City of Ballarat and the City of Greater Bendigo have long advocated for UNESCO recognition of the Gold Rush
region, citing an economic and cultural windfall that would come from securing the revered status.

However, a World Heritage listing and the economic benefits it would provide now appear to be a distant prospect,
with the federal government set to endorse a different site in 2026.

To gain UNESCO World Heritage Listing status, sites must be recommended by the federal government, which can
only select one bid per year.

While it appears no decision has been formally announced regarding Australia's 2026 nomination to UNESCO, at the
October 22 Ballarat council meeting, Councillor Ted Lapkin said the Goldfields bid had been usurped by the Flinders
Ranges.

"As chair for the heritage advisory committee, I'm glad to see that our application for World Heritage Listing with
UNESCO is proceeding," he said.

"Although | must confess to being a bit peeved that Flinders Ranges beat us out this year."

As it stands, both the Victorian Goldfields and the Flinders Ranges are listed on the Department of Climate Change,
Energy, the Environment and Water's Tentative World Heritage List.

However, The Courier understands that if Cr Lapkin is correct and the Flinders Ranges is the next site to be granted
approval, then it will significantly delay the Victorian Goldfields bid.

This is because UNESCO is introducing a new mandatory step called preliminary assessment to its selection process,
something that Australia's 2026 candidate to UNESCO will avoid.

In a statement to The Courier, City of Ballarat economy and experience director Martin Darcy said that, because of
the new preliminary assessment step, the Victorian government had advised the Goldfields World Heritage Bid Team
of a "revised timeline".

"The earliest the Victorian Goldfields could be submitted for Preliminary Assessment is September 2026," he said.

"A report for the World Heritage Centre would then be expected in October 2027, with the earliest possible full
nomination submission in February 2028.

Page 8




"If successful, the World Heritage List could occur as early as 2030."

Despite the setback, Mr Darcy described the preliminary assessment process as a "welcome opportunity" to refine
the Goldfields bid.

"The City of Ballarat remains a proud and active partner
in the bid, working alongside up to nine other local
government areas included in the Preliminary
Assessment and the Victorian and Australian
Governments," he said.

"Work will continue in 2026 to engage more deeply with
our local community and stakeholders."

UNESCO status could generate $440 million for local
economies

The news comes after years of advocacy and investment
by the council and state government on behalf of the
Goldfields bid.

This campaign was first floated in the 1980s, but an
accelerated push for the revered status didn't occur until

after 2020.

In 2023, the state government budget allocated $2 million in funding for the Goldfields bid, which followed a
$500,000 grant that was announced six months earlier.

As of 2025, there are only 21 Australian sites that have achieved World Heritage Listing Status, which is granted to
locations that UNESCO deems to have 'outstanding universal value'.

While multiple bodies have made significant investments in the Goldfields bid, it is anticipated to eventually return a
major boost to the local economy.

Previous estimates have suggested that, over a decade, a UNESCO listing could attract 2.2 million visitors to the
region and generate $440 million for local economies.

The Canadian Eureka Rebel

Leigh Callinan Eureka Australia

Earlier this year, Prime Minister Anthony Albanese welcomed Mark Carney, Canadian Prime Minister, to Australia
reminding him of a Canadian’s connection to Eureka, a defining moment in Australia’s democratic history and suing
it to underline the shared values between the two countries.

He said ”In 1854 it was a Canadian, Henry Ross, who stood in the centre of the Eureka Stockade at Ballarat and
raised a new flag, the iconic Southern Cross, a symbol of the miners’ struggle for justice. In other words, Prime
Minister, Canadian rebels with bold ideas have always been welcome here in Australia.”

There were many Canadians in Victoria during the Gold Rush and a number featured prominently in the Eureka
uprising. (Corfield, Justin; Wickham, Dorothy & Gervasoni, Clare. The Eureka Encyclopaedia. Ballarat Heritage
Services 2004.)
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Robert Julien, one of the miners who died in defence of the Eureka Stockade, came from Canada, as did Charles
Ross, one of the miners' leaders, and his friend Thomas Budden. ... Henry Chapman, who represented the American
John Joseph at the Eureka Treason Trial had lived in Canada, as had Charles Doudiet, the artist ...'

Fitzsimons, Peter, Eureka: the Unfinished Revolution. William Heinemann, Australia, 2012 reports the Canadian
Eureka connection:

“In early November 1854, 27-year-old Captain Charles Ross, with Henry Holyoake, worked to get the
charges against 3 diggers, for leading the riot at the Eureka Hotel, dropped. He also co-signed a submission
to the subsequent enquiry, on behalf of the Ballarat Reform League.

Captain Ross was in the diggers' leadership group that decided on the design of the Eureka Flag. The flag
was created by the Women of Eureka and carried to Bakery Hill for hoisting by Captain Ross. He led the
diggers in their march from Bakery Hill to Eureka to set up the Stockade.

Captain Ross had a company of men at Eureka, presumably also Canadians. On the Friday 1%t December,
before Sunday's battle, the diggers' War Council 'decided that Captain Ross and Captain Nelson
{commander of the 'Californian Rifles'} would take nearly 200 of their best men from their respective
companies out to intercept Redcoats {thought to be coming up from Melbourne}. They are to set up an
ambush at Warrenheip, 4 miles away, ... ‘these 2 companies returned to the Stockade on Saturday. They
did not encounter any Redcoats. They spent some of the rest of the day rounding up arms wherever they
could find them, including from Assistant Commissioner Gilbert Amos.

Captain Ross's mate, Thomas Budden, who was camped 200m outside the Stockade was one of the first to
hear the approaching military in the predawn of Sunday 3" December. He ran to alert the Diggers and
specifically Captain Ross. He begged Ross to run, but Ross told him he will stand and fight. Captain Ross's
men joined with the Americans and Captain Thonen, to 'train down fire so sharp and sustained'..."

'One man who has been present from the beginning and stands his ground magnificently is Captain Charles
Ross.... he stands by the flagpole upon which the Southern Cross is flying proud, sword in one hand and
pistol in the other.' He was eventually felled 'by a vicious musket ball to his groin.' When the battle ended
Captain Ross was carried to the Star Hotel, where he died of his wounds.

'... The biggest of the many funeral processions that occurs over the next two days is 300 strong — for brave
Captain Ross -..."”

Letters

Inappropriate use of the Eureka Flag
Eureka Australia, Descendants and Supporters, Inc., acknowledges the quality post on Facebook about
use of the Eureka Flag published by the Eureka Centre, Ballarat, a few days ago.

The Centre noted that “in recent years the Flag has been co-opted by divisive groups as a symbol of ethno-
nationalism” and “the Eureka Flag is not a flag of division, it is a flag of hope, egalitarianism, and inclusion.
Please treat it with respect and care.”

The Eureka Flag is owned by all Australians. It was devised, designed, sewn, flown and fought under for a
fair go and human rights in Ballarat in 1854. Diggers and their supporters from more than 20 nations rallied
under the Flag to resist authoritarian over reach, to seek relief from local militaristic control and a remote
centralised and non-representative government, and to rid the goldfields of corrupt judicial behaviours and
inadequate access to land for their futures. Some 32 people lost their lives in the Eureka battle.

The shock of Eureka and the immediate social political and economic reforms achieved by the Diggers and
Supporters are now legendary and a source of considerable pride for all Australians as genuine democracy
burst into life in Australia.
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Hate, bigotry and misrepresentation have no place under the Eureka Flag.
Eric Howard, President, Eureka Australia, Descendants and Supporters

(Melbourne Age)

*
EurekanaustraLia
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AUSTRALIA

DESCENDANTS AND SUPPORTERS

Who are we & What do we do?

Eureka Australia Descendants and Supporters
Inc. is a non profit Association formed to com-
memorate Eureka and to celebrate the demo-
cratic outcomes it sparked.

Eureka Australia encourages, with pride, a grow-
g understanding of the significance of the
Eureka Rebellion on 3 December 1854, by all Aus-
tralians.

Eureka Australia has no political affiliations.
Membership is available to all, including descen-
dants and/or supporters of Eureka.

We want to:

+ Encourage an understanding and awareness
of the significance of the Eureka Stockade for
social, economic and political justice on Decem-
ber 3, 1854, including its prelude and aftermath

+ Provide a forum for discussion about contem-
porary political reform and democratic princi-
ples and ideas that the diggers and their support-
ers fought and died for at Eureka and pursued in
the years after the Stockade attack.

+ Present a range of programmes and events
that celebrate the struggle and far reaching
outcomes from Eureka. Eureka in Ballarat on 3
December 1854 changed Australia forever.

* Advocate for changes that will strengthen our
democracy

The objectives and activities of Eureka Australia
can be viewed on the Eureka Australia website at:
http:/iwww.eurekaaustralia.org.au

The Amazing Story of Eureka-
The gold strikes in Victoria drew thousands world
wide to rush to an undeveloped colony. The Gov-
ernment of the day needed money to build badly
needed infrastructure, but the gold rush created
a huge labour shortage, aggravated by an
unplanned massive population increase. When
the Government imposed an unfair tax levy on all
goldminers (known as “diggers”) and expensive
license fees on storekeepers, dissent was inevita-
ble, particularly as readily accessible gold began
to run out. The Legislative Council, representing
appointed and wealthy property interests and

reflecting the characteristics of an authoritarian
government, would not adjust grazing lease fees
to alleviate the colony’s financial situation and
deliver some relief to diggers and storekeepers.
Grievances included wealthy squatters holding
the reins of power, the unavailability of land for
farming, and corrupt preferential Government
treatment to some persons on the goldfields.

Several “monster” meetings, firstly in Bendigo, in
1853 launched several petitions for relief, but
Governor La Trobe rejected their claims. The
diggers responded with a non violent ‘Red Ribbon
Rebellion' which achieved a pause in a license fee
increase but nothing enduring, and this set the
scene for more diggers' agitation. In June 1854
Sir Charles Hotham succeeded La Trobe as Lieu-
tenant-Governor of Victoria. and ordered a ruth-
less enforcement of gold licence fees. Police
humiliated and violently dealt with licence
defaulters, greatly increasing a sense of injustice
among the diggers.

Unrest continued to foment when a Ballarat
Court acquitted hotelier James Bentley and two of
his workers for murdering digger James Scobie.
Diggers confronted police and burnt down Bent-
ley’'s Eureka Hotel. Even though Bentley and
both workers were later convicted, an inquiry
revealed perjury, criminality and corruption
among the officials on the goldfields.

Nevertheless, despite deputations to seek solu-
tions, Hotham continued with his gold licence
crackdown.

This prompted the development of the Ballarat
Reform League Charter, a manifesto of democrat-
ic demands and principles whose principles are
embedded in our State and Federal Constitutions.
It is recognised in the UNESCO Australian
Memory of the World Programme and is
included in Victoria's Heritage
register,




In desperation, at an historic meeting at Bal-
larat's Bakery Hill and the unfurling of the South-
ern Cross Eureka Flag diggers swore this now
immortal oath-

‘We swear by the Southern Cross to stand truly
by each other, and fight to defend our rights and
liberties’.

The rebels built a defensive stockade at Eureka
from mine planks, carts and whatever could be
found. Hotham ordered an attack by military and
police on civilians in the stockade.

Early on Sunday morning 3 December 1854, 152
infantry, 30 cavalrymen and officers, supported
by 100 mounted and foot police stormed the 120 or
so diggers in the Eureka Stockade. The battle
lasted only 20 minutes. The Government lost 4
troopers leaving 31 diggers dead and many more
injured. The troops arrested thirteen surviving
diggers who faced trial for treason, but the Mel-
bourne public and the trial juries were on their
side. Not one digger was convicted.

A Gold Fields Commission commenced meeting
only ten days after the Eureka Stockade and
within a few months recommended many far
reaching changes, including the abolition of the
gold licence, with diggers to have access to an
annual ‘Miners Right' at less than one eighth of
the old license fee. Legislation in mid 1855 gave
them the right to dig for gold, vote in elections, to
stand for Parliament, to construct homes on their
claims and to have a civil representative adminis-

tration on the pgoldfields, not an autheritarian
unelected regime locally and in Melbourne. An
amnesty was extended to Peter Lalor in April
1855 and Ballarat Police numbers were dramati-
cally reduced. Commissioner Rede was trans-
ferred from Ballarat. In late 1855, the leaders of
the Eureka diggers, Peter Lalor and J. B. Humi-
fray were appointed for 12 months to the Legisla-
tive Council as an interim measure in the lead up
to a proposed new elected Legislative Assembly
which met for the first time in the new Parliament
House in late 1856.

The Eureka battle tragedy became an immediate
triumph with an historie victory, because public
opinion reflecting demands for improved social,
economic and political justice, won the day. This
public reaction gave birth to a more representa-
tive, responsible and democratic government, at
State and at local levels which are still the envy of
many other countries.

All democracies are inherently fragile. Eureka
Australia proudly and earnestly encourages Aus-
tralians to protect our democratic society’s prinei-
ples. While the Legislative Assembly was elected
on demoeratic principles from 1856, it was more
than another 100 years before the Legslative
Council was also elected on the basis of a fully
democratic franchise.

Your potential involvement and support

To help you play your part, we

* hold annual Democracy Award Dinners to
recognise advocates for our democracy,

* publish a quarterly magazine, Liberty

* operate a phone based App in the Melbourne
CBD about the historic changes ushered in by
Eureka (planning for an App in Ballarat about
major societal and political changes experienced
there post Eureka is in progress)

* organise Diggers marches and other Eureka
related events.

* publish material about Eureka and descen-
dants, and records of events on our website

* advocate for democratic reforms and changes

The Eureka values, then and now. nourish and
protect our Australian way of life, and help guard
us against abuses of power. You are welcome to
join us, either as a descendant of the Eureka
diggers, or as a proud Australian determined not
to abandon what the diggers fought so hard for.
We would welcome your involvement.

Membership forms are on the Association’s
website at: httpi//www.eurekaaustralia org.au

Contact us:
committee@eurekaaustralia.org.au
Secretary: 0417 135 373
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MEMBERSHIP FORM:
EUREKA AUSTRALIA

DESCENDANTS AND SUPPORTERS INC.

Membership Application/Renewal for 2026 (Jan-Dec)
Please print all details and M where appropriate.

Surname:

Other Names:

Address:

Postcode:

Phone No
Email

Membership of Eureka Australia operates on a calendar year basis.

Ordinary Membership — Includes descendants of those connected with the Stockade event, its prelude
and its aftermath as well as those who support the Eureka story and its ideals of democracy

Full $40.00 per annum O

*Concession $20.00 per annum .

e Family Membership Full $40.00 +$20 = $60 per Ol
annum

e Family M/ship Concession $20.00 + $20= $40 per O
annum

e Life Membership Full 5300, Concession $150 O

Note: Concessional Subscriptions apply to Commonwealth Pension Recipients & Students
For Family Membership please list each name and their contact details
All amounts include GST

DONATION WELCOME $

TOTAL CHEQUE/MONEY ORD ER $

To send cheque or money order please print, complete this form and return with your cheque/money order to:
Eureka Australia. 68 Dutch Road, Sunbury, Vic. 3429.

If paying by EFT and you are a new member you would need to also complete and return this form as an initial
record of your membership by email to committee@eurekaaustralia.org.au

Direct Debit Details:

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178

Account details

Name: EUREKA AUSTRALIA DESCENDANTS & SUPPORTERS INC

BSB: 633 000. Account no: 214 470585
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