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LIBERTY! 
Proclaiming Eureka 

 #92 August 2025 

 
   

Facebook: Eureka Australia.  www.eurekaaustralia.org.au    

Email: committee@eurekaaustralia.org.au   

                           

 

Welcome to Liberty!   

 
Inside:    

• The Eureka Australia 2025 Democracy Awardee is the Honourable 
Malcolm Turnbull AC.  Don’t miss our 2025 Democracy Award dinner 
when Malcolm receives his award, on November 29th , 2025, 6.30pm for 7 
pm at the Batman’s Hill on Collins Hotel, 623 Collins St., Melbourne CBD  
Tickets are available in tables of 10 so book now with our Secretary Peter 
Gavin, committee@eurekaaustralia.org.au or pmgavin27@hotmail.com 
or at 0417 135 373. 

• Australia’s First AI video documentary:  Ours!    We outline the imminent launch of “EUREKA”.   

• Read all about the Bakery Hill Band, a group of musicians inspired by Eureka to tell the great 
story of Australia’s political legacy, in music and dance. 

 

Contents: 
President’s column. Malcolm Turnbull, 2025 Democracy Award winner.  Page 2. 
Our year in review.  What has Eureka Australia achieved in the past 12 months? Page 2 
Video launch. Page 9 
Social Media skills call out. Page 9 
Bakery Hill Band.  Page 10 
Eureka Australia Committee 2025.   Page 13  
Membership Application Form.  Page 14. 
 

“We swear by the Southern Cross to stand 

truly by each other, and fight to defend our 

rights and liberties.”   

Be a part of proclaiming 
Eureka!  Your 
Membership application 
form is on page 14. 
  
  
 
 

mailto:committee@eurekaaustralia.org.au
mailto:committee@eurekaaustralia.org.au
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 

   
   

 The Honourable Malcolm Turnbull AC Democracy Awardee 2025 

 Eureka Australia is pleased to announce that the 2025 Eureka Australia 
Democracy Award is   to be presented to the Hon. Malcolm Turnbull AC, a 
distinguished Australian who has served this country as our 29th Prime 
Minister from 2015 to 2018, as a Business Leader, and as an ongoing 
Advocate for Democracy and an abiding Rules based International order. 
Malcolm is also a former journalist and lawyer and remains a supporter of 
innovation, science and progressive policy reform. 

The 2025 Eureka Australia Democracy Award Dinner will be held at the 
Batmans’ Hill on Collins Hotel, Corner Collins and Spencer Streets, 

Melbourne on the evening of Saturday November 29, 2025 at 6.30pm for 7.00 pm. 

More details about the evening will be provided as other arrangements are confirmed. 

Tickets are available in tables of 10 so do book with our Secretary Peter Gavin: 
committee@eurekaaustralia.org.au or pmgavin27@hotmail.com or at 0417 135 373 - at $105 per head 
for a two course meal and tea/coffee with drinks available at bar prices. This promises to be a flagship 
event and tickets for the event are expected to be popular with all members and supporters. Early 
action is recommended.  

Our Eureka Australia Year in Review. 
 

The Diggers Oath continues to inspire us today.  Those magnificent words that the diggers recited, led by 

Peter Lalor, at Bakery Hill on Thursday November 30th   in 1854, as they contemplated their daunting  

defence of  their rights at Eureka - as it turned out - some 3 days later:    

“We swear by the Southern Cross to stand truly by each other, and fight to defend our rights and 

liberties.”   

 

These words are echoed in the Affirmation of Australia Citizenship recited at Citizenship ceremonies today:  

 “I affirm my loyalty to Australia and its people, whose democratic beliefs I share, whose rights and 

liberties I respect, and whose laws I uphold and obey”.   

These parallels emphasise again the deep relevance and impact of the Eureka actions of the Diggers and 

their supporters as they set out on the path to deliver a democratic society with laws they could respect.   

In the past year Eureka Australia has sought to honour this legacy in the following ways:  

mailto:committee@eurekaaustralia.org.au
mailto:pmgavin27@hotmail.com
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Cathy McGowan AO Eureka Democracy Awardee for 2024.   
Cathy acknowledged her award with a stirring speech: 

“As it is clear in the Eureka story – the key to effective democracy is the vote. In 
Indi we used this principle to build community capacity – the power of the vote 
was a key motivation for people to get involved – by choosing how to vote you can 
influence how things work; the power of what their vote can deliver. Also we built 

the capacity of people to engage in and understand the power of democracy and 
their vote. The power of accountability. The opportunity of a community being at 

the centre of democracy. Of a community electing their representative, and 
holding their representative to account.  And there’s another link between Eureka 
and Indi through our town of Beechworth. In 1853- responding to the cover up of a 

murder, 3,000 attended a public meeting, in Beechworth on April 2, 1853 to 
protest and demand justice. Dr. John Owens led the petition and made three visits 

to Melbourne to submit to Parliament in September 1853 the key elements of the 
peoples’ petition for an independent commission: 1. Broad jurisdiction, to 

investigate the people it needs to 2. Common rules, so that everybody is held to the same standard of behaviour 3. 
Appropriate powers, so that it can actually do its job 4. Fair hearings, so that 
investigations are done openly when in the public interest 5. Accountability to the 

people, so that the Commission answers to public, not political interests. George Black, 
a chartist, also actively involved with the local organising moved to Ballarat and took  

the ideas with him. For more read the Jacqui Durant story – https://jacquidurrant.com/tag/dr-john-owens/   There’s 

a direct link between the diggers of Beechworth, the Eureka heroes and what is happening now across Australia; 
where there are over 50 electorates working on the ground, linked by the DNA of the Indi model, the Indi Way of 

putting the community at the centre of political action. It is such an honour- thankyou, to be selected as the Eureka 

Australia Democracy Awardee. I am really ‘chuffed’ to be part of the 170th celebrations – a true career highlight.”   

Cathy’s Democracy Award citation reads:     

For her vision and leadership over many years in Rural, Regional and Remote Communities and for her role in 

bringing about change through community engagement especially in the lives of women in these communities.   

For her leadership in initiating the grassroots movement which brought about the Voices 4 Indi, the movement 

for Participatory Democracy which resulted in her election as the Independent Member for Indi at the 2013 

Federal election. Taking her place as the first female Independent to sit on the cross bench. For creating a process 

of listening, especially to young people and trusting the wisdom of the voices heard. For her commitment and 

advocacy, along with the people of Indi, to communicate and live the vision, values and processes which placed a 

community at the centre of political action and forever changed the options for choosing candidates for election 

to our Parliament, resulting in the wider movement of “Voices of..” which continues to place power in the hands 

of the people to call forth representatives from their communities to stand for election.   

For placing the humble Kitchen Table at the centre of political action and giving it a place in the National 

discourse!   

The men and women of Eureka 170 years ago would be proud that their legacy lives on. “The people are the only 

legitimate source of all political power”, Ballarat Reform League Charter.   

   

EA Democracy Awards Dinner: Guest Speaker, Barrie Cassidy   
Barry Cassidy was to be guest speaker but was ill on the day of the event. Committee member Jim Brown stepped 

in and presented Barrie’s notes.   

“As Chair of the Australian Museum of Democracy there is something called The Strengthening of Democracy 

Taskforce. You can count on this Taskforce to take up the challenge of strengthening our democracy. We are very 
conscious of our role and our capabilities. Now it has an even wider task, to sustain democracy. Sustaining 

democracy is what we do. The core of what we do. The most important element is education. Educating future 

“The key to effective 

democracy is the vote” 

https://jacquidurrant.com/tag/dr-john-owens/
https://jacquidurrant.com/tag/dr-john-owens/
https://jacquidurrant.com/tag/dr-john-owens/
https://jacquidurrant.com/tag/dr-john-owens/
https://jacquidurrant.com/tag/dr-john-owens/
https://jacquidurrant.com/tag/dr-john-owens/
https://jacquidurrant.com/tag/dr-john-owens/
https://jacquidurrant.com/tag/dr-john-owens/
https://jacquidurrant.com/tag/dr-john-owens/
https://jacquidurrant.com/tag/dr-john-owens/
https://jacquidurrant.com/tag/dr-john-owens/
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generations. We get 350,000 visitors a year, 1,400 guided tours. But most importantly 80,000 school students visit 

the building every year. We want to do even better than that. And of course, we aim to reach so many more 

digitally, right around the country. We have to sustain democracy. We have to find the money and the resources to 
do it. We can't have the next generation ignorant to what makes up the basic pillars of democracy. We don't want 

them disinterested. They need to be exposed, and they need to be inspired. We got the basics right, which began 
after the Eureka Stockade battle, but we must find ways to be more open to reform and change. An academic from 
Stanford University in the US, Professor Larry Diamond, recently addressed our Strengthening of Democracy Task 
Force, and this is what he said, and this is important “Australia has been to the GP, and the doctor said look you're 

actually in good, even robust health. But. There are some nasty viruses going around - misinformation, 

disinformation, polarisation, particularly in the media. There's a growing distrust of politicians and the political 
processes. And. there's a powerful new transmission: social media and digital platforms, and that is going to test 
our immunity. We will need new remedies and new vaccines.” It was people power at Eureka which created 
Australia’s democracy, and it will take Australian people power to nourish and defend it. Several democracies 
around the world have failed, unable to withstand the political storms in this troubled world. It is up to all of us to 

make sure it never happens here.”   
   

World Heritage Listing Application by Central Victorian Goldfields Councils –    
Work on the draft submission continues.  We, Eureka Australia will work with the other key goldfields with 

operating historical societies to develop a shared narrative about the goldfields communities and especially events 

in Chewton, Bendigo and Ballarat which brought about unprecedented political social and cultural change in 

Victoria, particularly over the 6 year period from 1851 to 1857.  

   

In concert with the Bendigo Historical Society and Chewton Domain Society, Eureka Australia maintains that the 

foundation of the World Heritage Bid needs to be that relatively rapid move across the central Victorian Goldfields 

towards social justice and a more democratic social and political underpinning for public administration for Victoria 

in that period.   

   

We met with Cr Andrea Metcalf, Mayor of Greater Bendigo City and Cr Rob Hudson, Mayor of Ballarat City, who 

were most supportive of our proposed submission and the need to ensure the WH Bid has a focus on the move to 

and achievement of a democratic system of government, as an outcome which was significant in Victoria but also 

internationally, the submission was forwarded to both seeking their support and its forwarding on to the WH Bid 

preparation Committee.    

   

We also agreed that the three areas should do all we can to support each other’s annual commemorations. The 

sequence of commemoration of significant events is Red Ribbon League (Bendigo – Bendigo Historical Society) -   

August; Eureka (Ballarat – Eureka Australia) – December 3 and Forest Creek Monster Meetings in 1851   

(Chewton Domain Society) – December 15, with the essential support of the three relevant local governments. We 

need to plan our collaboration for later this year.    

   

In looking back on 2024, the 170th anniversary of the Eureka Stockade, at our Democracy Award dinner I remarked 

that it was the courage and vision of the diggers and their supporters that shaped the post Eureka governance and 

character of the booming new colony of Victoria. “So the 170th anniversary is an opportunity to reflect on our 

remarkable and uniquely Victorian and Australian democracy, which Eureka did so much to accelerate and boost in 

the mid 1850’s and down the years since. In gathering here tonight we are also recognising the importance of 

nurturing and strengthening our democratic way of life. We applaud and honour the contribution to representative 

democracy embodied in our 2024 Democracy Awardee, Cathy McGowan. Cathy provided her constituents with a 

fresh opportunity to share their aspirations for change and improvement, and always referred back to their wishes 

and priorities in her parliamentary advocacy.”    
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Eureka Australia website.  
The vision and associated material for our wonderful Eureka Democracy Award Dinner last November is now 

available on our website, eurekaaustralia.org.au 

Do look at our awardee Cathy McGowans’ magnificent address and other elements presented on the night, 

including an all in Q and A session (see final video segment) as a standalone activity with Cathy, Committee 

members Mary Darcy, Jim Brown and Eric Howard and the whole audience.  

Look under the AWARD tab on the top of our website Home Page and activate the drop down menu there which 

has 2024 - Cathy McGowan  listed, click on that and access to video and text material from the night is available. 

Unfortunately our Committee member Jim Brown’s wonderful conveyance to the Dinner audience from Barry 

Cassidy’s notes (Barry fell ill on the day of the dinner) suffered from a technical sound problem on the video and 

could not be presented. We appreciated Jim’s courage and skill in stepping up to give us the benefit of Barry’s 

views and this was very well received. 

Thanks also to thanks to David Prestidge for his recent considerable efforts in modifying the video and sound 

quality so that much could be presented and for loading it on our website. 

It has been challenging to keep our website up to date this year. New content and operational enhancements with 

our expert support continues, but there is much to do, with upgrade arrangements underway. Thanks to Adele, 

Leigh, Jim, Peter and David Prestige.    

Ancestor/ Descendant project   

We continue to seek inputs from families for our Ancestor/ Descendants project for Committee members (initially) 

with a link to the Eureka events, with a number of completed contributions, being progressively entered in the 

Liberty magazine and onto our Website. Thanks to Geraldine Moore for her efforts. Further contributions are 

encouraged.   

Location of burial places for the 13 Eureka diggers charged with and tried for 
Treason   
  

Following the US Government acknowledgement of John Joseph’s burial location at White Hills cemetery at 

Bendigo in February 2023 by Ambassador Caroline Kennedy, we have commenced an assessment of the known 

burial locations of the other 12 diggers tried for treason and this will continue in 2025/26. Simon Huggard has 

undertaken this work to date and we thank Simon for his ongoing highly professional and painstaking input. There 

are thought to be some 4 of the 13 diggers buried overseas and the location of some others in Australia also needs 

to be confirmed.   

There is much genealogical research required as well as family contact and EA is seeking to run an appeal to raise 

funds to support this research work over the next two years. There will also be costs for physical plaques at grave 

locations. This is an important item for discussion at our next Committee meeting. Any thoughts on fundraising 

would be welcomed and please contact our Vice President Michael van Leeuwen with any ideas.   

Brochure on Who we are and What we do   
   

A brochure of 2 x A4 pages was prepared this past calendar year, and is available for distribution in print and 

electronic form. 
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Museum Of Australian Democracy, Canberra   
   

EA has approached the federal Government about what we consider to be an unsatisfactory situation in the telling 

of the story of the development of Australian Democracy at the Museum of Australian Democracy in the Old 

Parliament House in Canberra. Leigh Callinan has led this effort. The issue has been raised with the Chairman Barrie 

Cassidy and we plan to arrange a meeting with Barrie as soon as possible   

Liberty!   
   

Four editions of Liberty were published over the year. Thanks to Marianne and the many contributors, the quality 

of the magazine has been raised. Many positive comments have been received by readers. We are now distributing 

the magazine to a wider audience beyond members including Victorian MP’s and Victorian local government 

Mayors. Suggestions for other target distribution categories would be welcomed by the Secretary.   

Introduction of a Commonwealth Integrity Commission (NAC)   
   

We approached the major political parties in late 2021 and again in early 2022, as well as Dr. Helen Haines, seeking 

their position on introducing an effective ICAC body and the potential reform of the system for political donations 

and campaign expenditure at national level. We drew guidance from the Centre for Public Integrity and utilised 

their checklist and approach in the matter.   

We received no response from the major parties from our late 2021 approach. After a further letter to all we did 

receive one response from Labor which essentially committed to the Centre for Public Integrity model.   

The NACC is now established and commenced operations formally in July 2023.   

The political donations issue has been addressed by Parliament but there is dissatisfaction that independents are 

disadvantaged by the proposed arrangements which are to come into effect for the 2028 election. We will need to 

monitor developments from advice provided by the CPI.   

   

   

 Eureka Ballarat Democracy Booklet   
   

We have continued planning and development of a Booklet for Ballarat Eureka locations which seeks to promote 

the remarkable democratic self-government outcomes (reforms and institutions) which were unleashed by the 

Eureka events in 1855 and 1856 at Ballarat, on the Goldfields, in Melbourne and across Victoria.   

The Goldfields Commission of Enquiry report from 1855 and also the Minutes of Evidence presented to the Enquiry 

at various hearings across the goldfields especially Ballarat are the major reference for our proposed material. In 

addition Dr. Nicola Cousen’s PhD thesis on Dr James Stewart: Irish Doctor and Philanthropist on the Ballarat 

Goldfields, is an excellent documentation of the Eureka period in Ballarat and the immediate aftermath.    
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Further sources which capture the social reaction to the release of the Commission recommendations including 

contemporary writings and newspaper reports in Melbourne and Ballarat are being identified and assessed. It is 

hoped that our efforts will ensure that the outcomes from Eureka become better known to Australians in future. 

Thanks are due to Maurice Hanrahan for his major efforts in obtaining material and researching locations relevant 

to the proposed material. Maurice stepped down from the Committee this year and we thank him for his long term 

contribution to Eureka Australia.   

EA Commemoration and Democracy Award Dinner   - 2025 
   

This is to be held in a few months time on Saturday November 29 at the Batmans Hill on Collins Hotel in the 

Melbourne CBD, a new venue for us. Tickets are $105 a head for a two course meal plus tea/coffee and details are 

currently being finalised for the evening and will be circulated. Malcolm Turnbull AC will receive our 2025 Eureka 

Australia Democracy Award. Do look to organise a table of 10 as we look forward to another great evening.     

Membership   
   

We need to redouble our efforts for new membership. With new projects including the Melbourne App, the 

proposed Ballarat Booklet in development, and the new Eureka Australia identity document we have a basis to 

encourage those who value a strong democratic Australian society to join us as members.   

Congratulations to those who have promoted membership in the last 12 months. Are we all prepared to do 

something about it this coming year?    

Thanks 

   

I would like to thank all the Committee members for their commitment and support over the past 12 months.   

I would like to particularly record my thanks to our Secretary, Peter Gavin; Vice President Michael van Leeuwen;  

Treasurer, Leigh Callinan; Liberty Editor Marianne Messer; Web application/ Graphic Design advisor, Adele Howard; 

Web content liaison – Leigh Callinan; Pathway of Remembrance advisor, Phillip Moore; ideas to involve young people 

– Jim Brown, Mary Howlett and Mary Darcy, Phillip and Peter Lalor-Philp. History advisor Geraldine Moore continued 

to give generously of her time to assist in many of our activities and Jim is developing a video to promote our activities. 

A specific thank you is extended to    

(1) Phillip Moore for maintaining and rebuilding links with Bendigo and Mount Alexander Goldfield Historical 

Societies. There is much we can do together, and     

(2) Marianne Messer for overseeing the editions of the new Liberty and for the quality of the material in the 

newsletter.   
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The year ahead will be busy and challenging. We need to:   

• prepare for our 2025 Democracy Award Dinner and Award,    

• pursue a robust push for increased membership this year, which remains a crucial challenge    

• promote the story of Eureka and Democracy in the period 1854 to 1856, through our new Booklet for 

Ballarat as Victoria’s journey to government by the people, and the picture it paints about dissent, and the 

ongoing struggle, given great impetus through Eureka, for more democratic machinery of government that 

became more representative of - and accountable to - the people. The Eureka story was a massive change 

agent in changing and reforming Victorian government proposals and characteristics to be much more 

representative than was earlier (pre -1854) planned.   

• establish a sponsor for the Annual Eureka Democracy Award    

• achieve ongoing enhanced funding to support expanded activities by Eureka Australia and follow up 

greater applications for relevant government support   

• Revamp our Website to improve capacity for merchandise sales and membership renewals on line and 

streamline our information access for those using the site.   

   

We need to make progress in these and other areas to increase our capacity to tell the story of Eureka to a broad 

audience and to influence governments and the community to be mindful of the relevance of the Eureka story 

down the years to today.   

   

Thank you to the membership for the opportunity to serve the organization and work with you all. Progress over 

recent years remains challenging but we have achieved a great deal. There are many opportunities and challenges 

ahead if we are to build a stronger organization which continues to focus on building community awareness of 

Eureka and our Democracy.    

    

Eric Howard,   

President   

Eureka Australia 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

©Absolutely Ai 
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The Eureka Story, and the ground breaking video telling the amazing tale. 

Australia’s first mini documentary using AI 

 

 by Jim Brown, Eureka Australia 

The struggle for justice in Victoria’s goldfields in 1854 is undeniably one of the greatest events in Australian history.     

Yet many Australians don’t understand or appreciate its importance in the creation of our great democracy. 

Eureka Australia has campaigned on this for well over a century, and it became a personal passionate belief of mine 

after I became a member of EA a few years go. 

Until then I had been a New Zealand TV journalist who came to Australia in 1979 looking for work and found it.  I fell 

in love with this country and became an Australian citizen, fascinated by its history, sport, politics and poetry.   

Eureka was not taught to me in NZ, so I did not appreciate its influence until I began to learn what all members of 

Eureka Australia know well- The Eureka Stockade’s short-lived battle is NOT the complete story.   Sure, the miners’ 

rebellion was quickly crushed, but their struggle lit a fuse for amazing democratic changes.   These were unique in 

the world at the time, and arguably still make Australia one of the most peaceful, stable and advanced democracies 

in the world. 

This video is Australia’s first mini documentary using A.I.   As a producer I could create a script, but how could I make 

a video of cataclysmic events in 1854 onwards, when there were no cameras present at the time to record historic 

images    

Thanks to Jamie Van Leeuwen’s amazing ability with A.I. you are about to see 

computer generated images which are nearly as accurate as if you had been 

there yourself with your own camera. 

If you look at this video when it is finalised and find there is nothing you did not 

already know, I will be pleasantly surprised.  If there is a lot you did not know, 

you will not be alone.    

It was made with intention of making it part of the Democracy studies syllabus 

in every Australian school. 

 

©Absolutely Ai 
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The video, our EA groundbreaking project has been circulated to our Committee members a few weeks ago for 

feedback and is to be published on our website eurekaaustralia.org.au by the end of August 2025 for all our 

members and supporters and the public to see and appreciate. 

We will circulate a brief note to all recipients of Liberty! to let you know when it is live on the website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Bakery Hill Band  
Flying the Irish and Eureka flags 
through music and dance. 
Marianne Messer 

A couple of years ago, Barry Flynn 

found himself standing in front of the 

famous Eugene Von Guerard painting 

and the iconic Charles Doudiet painting 

at the Ballarat Art Gallery.   It was a 

personal Eureka Moment. 

” I knew about the Eureka story and its 

Irish roots, but I felt such a connection 

that day.  As I stared at that haunting 

image, I found myself thinking were 

any of my ancestors standing in that circle?”  

Barry’s Irish connections are strong and recent.  He came to Australia in the 1970’s from his Irish homeland as a 13 

year old settling in Adelaide before moving to the Ballarat area in 1986. He brought with him a sensibility about the 

Irish struggles which resonated with the Eureka story he learned when exploring his new home in Victoria. The 

poignancy of that key moment in Australia’s history resonated deeply.  Barry already had a deep sense of history and 

culture which he expressed through music and connecting with community.  

“For me, it’s all about the music, the culture, getting people together and keeping the stories alive.”  

 

Barry felt there was a Celtic music shaped gap in the Ballarat music scene.  Decades ago, in the 70’s and 80’s, 

Australian Folk Rock bands like the Bushwackers had given mainstream Australia an exposure to history through 

Celtic and Australian ballads and folk music.  But this was no longer the case. With the strong Celtic history of the 

Ballarat area, he was surprised there wasn’t regular community gatherings embracing this culture with community. 

 

Help us with our social media. 
We are currently revamping our website 
to integrate all our resources and 
materials. 
Do you have social media skills?  Would 

you like to help us share our important 

democracy story?  

 We’d love to hear from you. Email us at: 

pmgavin27@hotmail.com  

mailto:pmgavin27@hotmail.com
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 “Except for Irish Murphy’s every Sunday, there was really no one celebrating that Irish, Scottish, Welsh and 

Australian folk music tradition.”   Two years ago, historian, whistles and mandolin player Max Keating, and Barry   

who had been playing together a long time put together the Bakery Hill Band from a group of widely experienced 

musicians happy and ready to come together to play Celtic Australian music.  The band was previously known as ‘tar 

here jack’.   

“We have been playing in various lineups ever since. “ 

Since the band came to life on the famous Bakery Hill site, the Munster Arms Hotel, and continues to play there 

every second Thursday right on the Eureka Hill, their name was a no brainer. But its Eureka heritage doesn’t stop 

there.   

 

Their logo comes from two traditional flags on the backdrop of the goldfields. “The 

traditional green Irish flag represents transformative struggle from time gone by. 

 The Eureka Flag is a keen reminder of our Australian voice of the past.  It represents a 

rebellion for change, a coming together of people with passion for fairness and working 

together.  One could say, an echo of distant voice.” 

It’s a voice the band wants to bring into the present and beyond and see their role in this   

clearly.   

“It’s all about having fun” Barry explains. “Let’s get up as community and dance.  Let’s talk about our stories 

together.” 

Bakery Hill Band’s music creates an atmosphere where people can   share their history all the while getting together 

and having fun. 

“Australian folk music brings together so much of the indigenous, the struggle of people on the land, the cultural 

stories that brought people together in bush halls, in the shearing sheds and on the gold fields.  There is fun in 

coming together.”  

 The Bakery Hill Band brings like-minded people, including young 

people, along for the ride.  Their youngest member is in her early 20s, 

learning the whistle from Max, and playing hauntingly beautiful pieces.  

“At any time, we hope to have about five or six on stage and we draw 

from 8, including two young Fiddle players.”   

For Barry the story of Eureka means stopping, listening, learning and 

reflecting about things of the past. 

“I know it from my own story.  We don’t move forward unless we learn 

from what has happened.   Everything changed after Eureka.  Lives lost.  It’s the story of what evil can do.  Eureka is a 

great story about coming together and what we can do to make things better.  We should never forget where that 

change came from. “ 

Barry has a few ideas about how we can continue to write Eureka’s story.   
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“I would love to see people coming together for a Eureka 

festival, maybe in the art gallery, where the beautiful 

paintings are and have the music of goldfields playing.   

 

It’s about celebrating our story.  There are so many festivals 

and with Ballarat as the home of democracy, it’s always 

great to see the Eureka flag flying.  It’s all about a sense of 

coming together, as a community and the value of 

celebrating together.  That’s why we perform.” 

 

You can follow the Bakery Hill Band on their   

Facebook page.   And hear their music with many 

friends at the Munster Arms every second Thursday 

evening, 7.30 to 10.30pm. They are also available for 

private and community functions. 

Contact: Barry Flynn - 0409458053  

thebakeryhillband@gmail.com 

 

 

 

EA Committee 2025 

President: Eric Howard AM      

Vice President: Michael van Leeuwen                                    Committee 

Treasurer:  Leigh Callinan     Jim Brown      

Secretary: Peter Gavin                                          Mary Darcy 
                     Adele Howard OAM 
68 Dutch Road      Mary Howlett 
Sunbury 3429                                Phillip Moore 
Phone 0417 135 373  
 
Liberty! Editor:  Marianne Messer  
      
      
     

 

                                               

 

History Advisors: 
Nicola Cousen  
Geraldine Moore 
 

mailto:thebakeryhillband@gmail.com
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 MEMBERSHIP FORM: 

EUREKA AUSTRALIA 

DESCENDANTS AND SUPPORTERS INC. 

Membership Application/Renewal for 2025 (Jan-Dec) 
Please print all details and  where appropriate. 

 

Surname:   

Other Names:   

Address: 
  

  Postcode:   

Phone No 
Email 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 
Membership of Eureka Australia operates on a calendar year basis. 

 
• Ordinary Membership – Includes descendants of those connected with the Stockade event, its prelude 

and its aftermath as well as those who support the Eureka story and its ideals of democracy 

 Full $40.00 per annum        

*Concession $20.00 per annum         

• Family Membership Full       $40.00 +$20 = $60 per annum        

• Family M/ship Concession   $20.00 + $20= $40 per annum         

• Life Membership                     Full $300, Concession $150                    
 

Note:    Concessional Subscriptions apply to Commonwealth Pension Recipients & Students 

              For Family Membership please list each name and their contact details 
All amounts include GST 
 
DONATION WELCOME                             $................. 
 

           TOTAL CHEQUE/MONEY ORDER                                                    
$.................                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
 
To send cheque or money order please print, complete this form and return with your cheque/money order to: 

Eureka Australia. 68 Dutch Road, Sunbury, Vic. 3429.  

If paying by EFT and you are a new member you would need to also complete and return this form as an initial 
record of your membership by email to committee@eurekaaustralia.org.au 
 
Direct Debit Details:  
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 
Account details  
Name: EUREKA AUSTRALIA DESCENDANTS & SUPPORTERS INC 
BSB: 633 000.      Account no: 214 470 585  

 

mailto:committee@eurekaaustralia.org.au

