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2024 Eureka Australia Annual Eureka Democracy Award Dinner 
Venue: Amora Hotel 649 Bridge 
Road, Richmond 
Saturday 30 November 2024 
6.30 pm for 7.00 pm 
The Dinner Commemorates and Celebrates 
the 170th Anniversary of the 1854 Eureka 
Events with the presentation of the Eureka 
Democracy Award. 
The 2024 Eureka Democracy Award will be 
presented during the evening to:  2024 EUREKA DEMOCRACY. AWARDEE: CATHY MCGOWAN 
Catherine McGowan AO was the Independent Member for 
the rural Victorian seat of Indi from the 2013 federal 
election until her retirement before the 2019 federal 
election. She was the first female Independent to sit on the 
crossbench. 
Her successful grassroots campaigns sparked nationwide 
interest in the potential of community based, independent 
politicians to chart a new course for Australian democracy, 
demonstrating that when politics relates to a community, 
the power of a community is unleashed. 
The Movement Voices 4 Indi that emerged from the 
community during their campaign to put power in the 
hands of the people has changed forever the way candidates are chosen to stand for election to 
our Parliament. 
During her two terms as a politician, she worked in Federal Parliament to develop policy around 
regional development, a national integrity commission, a code of conduct for politicians and 
drought policy. 
Prior to her election to Parliament, she had worked as a regional councillor for the Victorian Farmer’s 
Federation and is a former President of Australian Women in Agriculture. In 2004 she was made an 
Officer of the Order of Australia ‘For service to the community through raising awareness of and 
stimulating debate about issues affecting women in regional, rural and remote areas”. 
Cathy has a Master’s Degree in Applied Science in Agricultural and Rural Development from the 
University of Western Sydney. She was a recipient of the Centenary Medal in 2001 and in 2019 she 
was awarded The Accountability Round Table Award for political integrity. She is also a Churchill 
Fellow. 
In 2003, Cathy was appointed as Chair of Agrifutures, a national research and development 
corporation responsible for investing in research, innovation and leadership to strengthen Australia’s 
rural industries and regional communities. 
 

GUEST SPEAKER: BARRIE CASSIDY 
Barrie Cassidy, high-profile political journalist, current affairs 
television presenter and author was born in Wangaratta and 
grew up in Chiltern before attending Rutherglen High School. 
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His journalism career started at the Border Morning Mail, 
Albury-Wodonga and he later joined the Herald in Melbourne 
as a court reporter before becoming a federal political 
correspondent for radio and television in Canberra. He was 
Federal Parliamentary Press Gallery president for a time and 
became personal press secretary and senior political adviser 
from 1986 to Prime Minister Bob Hawke MP (1983-1991). He 
was later appointed The Australian’s Washington 
correspondent and then ABC European correspondent in 
Brussels. But he is best-known as the creator and host of the 
ABC Sunday morning political discussion programme Insiders for 18 
years until 2019, and for a time, 
its spin-off Offsiders. 
In 2010, he wrote The Party Thieves: The Real Story of the 2010 Election which one reviewer called 
"the standard text on precisely what happened in 2010".Barrie was awarded a Lifetime 
Achievement Award at the 2018 Quill Awards presented by the Melbourne Press Club in 2019. In 
2023, he was appointed chair of Old Parliament House, Canberra, home to the Museum of 
Australian Democracy, by federal Arts Minister Tony Burke MP. 
Barrie has spoken about the pressures on democracy and its undermining across the world and in 
his remarks will include reflections on the condition of Democracy in Australia. 
Come along and enjoy a two course Dinner with an evening of conversation, celebration and 
commemoration of the remarkable social change that was influenced by the events that took 
place at Eureka 170 years ago and whose impacts continue to positively influence our society 
today.  

 
 
www.eurekaaustralia.org.au 
TICKETS: $97 each, Tables of 10 - $970 
Bookings essential - Contact the Secretary Peter Gavin 0417 135 373 or email: 
committee@eurekaaustralia.org.au 
Payment by cheque/ mail to Eureka Australia, 6 Gibbons Street, Sunbury 3429 
Payment via EFT to Bendigo Bank, BSB 633 000 Account 214470585 (please put your Name as the 
reference in the EFT transaction) 
 
The following books will be available for sale on the night: 
Cathy McGowan Cathy Goes to Canberra  
Peter FitzSimons Eureka: The Unfinished Revolution 

Clare Wright The Forgotten Rebels of Eureka 

Barrie Cassidy The Party Thieves: The Real Story of the 2010 Election 
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 
Eric Howard, Eureka Australia  

Australian Democracy and Eureka, Then and Now 
 (Editor’s note:  This comprehensive introduction to the significance of Eureka 170 years ago, and today, is an abridged version of 

Eric’s presentation to the Celtic Club Meeting in Brunswick June 24 2024.) 

Attack without warning 
Early in the morning of December 3rd 1854, without warning, British army troops and police attacked about 

120 diggers inside the primitive stockade they had built on the Eureka lead as protection against vicious 

armed license hunts.  35 persons (29 diggers) died on that dreadful morning. 

The goldfields communities had come to a new land with the hope for a better life. Only to find these hopes 
severely challenged by an authoritarian government of the old European order. It imposed militaristic rule, 
excessive gold licence fees and aggressive licence hunts. It ignored corruption and abuse by police, restricted 
political rights, denied any effective representation or access to land and was determined “to put down 
democratic agitation”. 
 
A Fight for Democratic Rights  
The diggers built their stockade not to launch an attack but to stand and defend, under the flag of the 
Southern Cross, their rights and liberties, to protest against oppression and corruption, to fight for freedom 
and to assert their democratic rights. 
While the Eureka Stockade was a battle lost – it was a victory won! It was the courage and vision of the 
diggers and their supporters that shaped the governance and character of the booming new colony of 
Victoria and helped shape the defining values of the young nation of Australia.  
Prior to the stockade, the diggers presented a series of well organized, non- violent democratic events to 
illustrate the power of the people in demanding their ‘inalienable rights’. These included the monster 
meetings at bakery hill, the Reform Charter - their manifesto proclaiming their demands, their oath under 
the flag of Southern Cross and their deputations to Hotham and to Rede.  These actions are all powerful and 
iconic democratic symbols. The diggers wanted a government of the people for the people. They wanted a 
decent future. 

Ballarat reform league charter 
On 11 November in the presence of 10 000 people, the Ballarat Reform League presented the charter of 
Bakery Hill, which was unanimously adopted as the Digger’s platform.   
The Ballarat Reform League sought manhood suffrage, no property qualifications to run for parliament, a 

short duration of parliament and payment for members.  Locally they wanted the immediate disbanding of 

the gold commissioners and the ‘total abolition of the licence tax’.  The declared their intention to 

commence ‘a thorough and organised agitation of the gold fields and the towns’.  

The charter of bakery hill went to the heart of democracy. It claimed that every citizen had an ‘inalienable 

right … to have a voice in making the laws he is called upon to obey’ and that the goldfield communities had 

been subjected to bad and unjust laws and thus ‘tyrannised over’.  

At the same time the league reminded Queen Victoria that there was another and higher source of power in 

a prerogative which was ‘the most royal of all’. “The people”, it declared, “are the only legitimate source of 

all political power.”  They proposed to use that power if forced to do so, and thus supersede the ‘royal 

prerogative’ of the monarch, powerful words indeed. 

Things heat up 
On Monday November 27 1854, Humffray, Black and Kennedy, representing the league, travelled in 
deputation to Hotham at Government House Melbourne (the current Supreme Court building) and 

http://eurekapedia.org/J.B._Humffray
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presented their demand for the release of three men convicted of destroying the Eureka Hotel in October 
1854.  They also presented a copy of the Ballarat Reform League Charter. Unfortunately their use of the 
word “demand” strengthened Hotham’s resolve for control and he refused their request. This refusal was 
further heightened when Hotham immediately dispatched additional troops to Ballarat, and followed this 
with a particularly vicious license hunt by armed police on November 30th.  The diggers responded by 
gathering at bakery hill and swearing allegiance to each other under the Southern Cross. 
“We swear to stand truly by each other and fight to defend our rights and liberties “ Individually they made 
a citizenship pledge: “From this time forward, I pledge my loyalty to Australia and its people, whose 
democratic beliefs I share, whose rights and liberties I respect, and whose laws I will uphold and obey”.” 
 The rest indeed is history.   
One of Eureka Australia’s objectives is to gain greater recognition of the reform league charter and its 
significance nationally and internationally. The charter is a substantial document in the history of democracy 
in this country.  
The charter is entered on the UNESCO memory of the world heritage register as a document of universal 
democratic principles, which are enhanced in the Australian constitution, and yet it is largely unknown 
outside of Victoria.   

Democracy Challenges Totalitarianism Everywhere.  
In 1854 democratic government was regarded as undesirable by many in society.  Ballarat Goldfields 

Commissioner Rede1 regarded democracy as “no more than mob rule”. To him the mining license unrest was 

a “mere cloak to cover a democratic revolution.”   Eureka changed that thinking dramatically, yet even today 

democracy remains a challenging concept to totalitarians.     

1855 goldfields commission of inquiry addressed the immediate complaints of the mining community 

when their findings in March 1855 included”: 

 the replacement of the mining license fee with an export tax and a miner’s right of 1 pound per 

annum to dig for gold - and to build a cottage on the claim 

 the reduction by more than 50% of police and military on the goldfields,  

 the abolition of the local goldfields commission positions on the goldfields,  

 the election of miners to local courts to adjudicate disputes,  

 interim representation of miners for 12 months in late 1855 to late 1856 through added positions on 

the Victorian Legislative Council  

 the new miner’s right which gave male holders the right to vote for the new legislative assembly in 

1856.  

  And all charges against Lalor, Black and others were to be dropped 

Australia’s DNA 
In Britain the Utilitarians held the emerging political philosophy of that time which promoted “the greatest 

good for the greatest number”. Utilitarianism argued that if something was good for people it could be 

legislated for, and that the government should play an active role in society to legislate for equality. 

Subsequent to Eureka, Victoria was transformed by this thinking, which came to be part of Australia’s DNA.  

In the 1856 elections, the secret ballot, an Australian design, was introduced for the first time in the world.  

But the battle for its adoption and introduction was a near thing. H.S. Chapman, the lawyer who acted for 

the treason trail diggers, deserves great credit both for his courage and efforts in seeing off efforts by 

ministers to shut it down and in his devising the practical method of its application.  

                                                           
1 Molony J, Chapter 1, Remembering the Eureka Stockade, Eureka: Australia’s Greatest Story, Federation Press, 2015 



Page 6  

    

 

At the same time, the introduction of elected local governments and local health boards in late 1855 for 

Ballarat, was symptomatic of a shift to less centralized self government. What a massive transition from 

partly representative government in 1854 to “responsible government” two years later! 

Eureka’s Legacy   
 

The Eureka events influenced public sentiment in 1855 and beyond.  They energised a swift and broadly 

supported move to introduction of responsible government, and the reforms that swept Victoria in the two 

years after Eureka, which were profound in scope and character. 

The Melbourne public knew that a great injustice had been visited upon the diggers at Eureka, who 

represented goldfields communities across Victoria.  Melbourne’s response to Eureka exemplified by the jury 

“not guilty” decision was symbolic of the deep community concern which turbocharged major and rapid 

change to political, social and economic rights for average citizens.  

As a side note, Hotham was dismayed about the nature of the intended bicameral parliament in 1856 with 

ministers to be responsible to the people and not to him.  In late 1855 he provided a minute to his appointed 

ministers offering them inducements to accept his view that all ministers in the new Legislative Assembly 

would be appointed by him as governor and that he would screen all bills before they were placed before 

the parliament. 

There was uproar in the Melbourne press at this reported attempt. Hotham did not pursue his minute but 

neither did he withdraw it. He passed away unexpectedly in late 1855. 

 

Eureka sends a broader message down those years to us today. As one of our members, Martin Callinan, 

noted, “to foster convictions to be courageous about democracy requires manifest public demand for a 

better future. The circumstances that led to Eureka included this vital basis. Monster meetings of over 

10,000 people heard long debates and agreed on principles.   Many today find it hard to believe these 

massive meetings actually happened.”   

 
However, while legislative assemblies (lower houses) were where governments put into practice “radical 

Benthamite ideas” about reducing exclusion and achieving greater equality, the (upper house) legislative 

councils across the Australian colonies (states) were regarded as bulwarks against “too much democracy”.  

The Victorian legislative council for example blocked2 a number of key progressive bills from the assembly in 
the 19th century: 

 abolition of plural voting,  

 voting rights for women; 

 improvement in working conditions through the factories acts;  
and 

 the legalisation enabling trade unions.  
150 years after Eureka progressive change to electoral arrangements for the legislative council in the 1980’s, 

and particularly in 2003 by the Bracks government, strengthened its democratic character.  

Where is Australian democracy today?  
Australia is the sixth oldest democracy in the world.  Claire O’Neil, Minister for Home Affairs, has recently 

stated: in our quest to keep Australia safe in the coming decades, democracy is our biggest national asset. 

We need to protect our national assets.  

                                                           
2 2 http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/council/publications-a-research/information-sheets/7-the-legislative-councils-history 
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Internationally, there is a battle afoot for political supremacy between democracy and autocracy, and right 

now, democracy is losing ground. 

In 2024, Freedom House reported that global freedom had declined for the 18th consecutive year.  Over 

the past decade, the number of people living in democracies has fallen and many democratic countries 

have become less democratic. Like a virus, populists are replicating at an exponential rate and new strains 

of nationalism are emerging around the world. 

Autocratic leaders are personalising political power, strangling free speech, attacking diversity and 

adopting ‘strongman’ authoritarian measures. These global trends are not accidental. Autocratic regimes 

are learning from each other, picking up and refining techniques and tactics. 

July 2024, Minister Claire O’Neil released “Strengthening Australian democracy: a practical agenda for 
democratic resilience3,   a report compiled by a task force of experts which contends that Australia’s 

democracy is strong but vulnerable. 
The report identifies four major challenges that democracies internationally are facing today: 

1. Mis- and dis-information.  These are an insidious poison to democracy.   The modern incarnation of 

the problem is new, and new tools are needed to fight back.  “social media allows mis- and 

disinformation to spread at a speed and on a scale that we’ve never seen before.  Lies move faster 

than the truth. in 2018, MIT researchers found that on social media platforms, lies were 70% more 

likely to be shared—and they reach audiences six times faster.   Social media platforms are not a 

neutral medium in our democracy. but without proper regulation, social media platforms are 

diminishing and dividing the politics they once promised to enrich. 

2.  Foreign interference is Australia’s principal national security concern, with social media one of the 

most common vehicles by which nation states are conducting foreign interference.  Tackling foreign 

interference is going to be a critical focus for democracies for the foreseeable future. 

3. Social Cohesion. As Leila Smith, an expert advisor to the Strengthening Democracy taskforce, said, 

"a united nation does not mean we all have to agree on issues.”  It’s about being willing to listen to, 

understand and respect different points of view. We need to remember here that democracy is not 

just a system of government, it is a set of cultures and values about how we resolve conflict.    

4. Public Trust.  The final challenge is loss of public trust.  In a recent public service commission survey, 

85% of Australians say it is important to live in a country that is governed democratically.   

Australians also trust our electoral institutions. 90% of Australians say they trust the AEC.  Despite 

these strengths, many Australians remain concerned about the trajectory of democracy.  

 

Strengthening democratic society 

According to Economist Intelligence Unit Democracy Index 2023, Australian democracy is ranked number 
17 internationally.  The strengthening democracy task force identified that we face challenges, but that 
Australia is uniquely placed to lead the world in tackling them. if we choose, Australia can be integral to the 
global revitalisation of democracy.  

A remarkable history of Australian Democracy  
We have a remarkable history of innovation and leadership in democracy.   Claire O’Neil stated “If I could 

change one thing to improve Australian democracy, it would be that more Australians know about this rich 

and proud history. “ 

                                                           
3 Strengthening Democracy Taskforce (2024), Strengthening Australian democracy: A practical agenda for democratic resilience, 

Department of Home Affairs, Commonwealth of Australia. 
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In the late 19th- and early-20th centuries, Australia was what the Australian historian Judith Brett called “a 

laboratory for new ideas about democracy”. Featuring:  

 the secret ballot stretching back to the 1856 post- eureka election.  

 establishing a non-partisan, professionalised electoral administration,  

 in 1924, adopting compulsory voting. 

 in 1902 Australia became the first nation in the world to grant women the dual rights to vote and to 

stand in national elections. 

The reason we are one of the most successful, resilient and strongest democracies in the world is because 

smart citizens fought for innovation, change and improvement. 

Eureka Australia commemorates the events of Eureka but also seeks to encourage discussion about the 
values behind the goldfields community's quest for representation and basic freedoms - and their 
importance today.   We regard the Strengthening Australian Democracy report as critical to our activities 
and objectives. 

 We recognize that Democracy relies upon much more than elections, elected members, parliaments and 
parliamentary debates. It requires community respect for the rule of law and property rights, intolerance of 
corruption, basic liberties including freedom of expression and opinion, freedom of religion, freedom of 
assembly, and for human rights additional to those implicit in the above.  It demands openness and 
transparency in the way that government interacts with the community and business in their decision 
making and in the way companies meet the spirit of their community and tax obligations. 
It relies on effective consumer protection, adequate labour conditions, environmental protection 

mechanisms, reduced anti-competitive behaviours, and upon conventions about accepted behaviours and 

social norms.  These include the ways in which governments lead the public debate, how society operates 

and interacts with each other - as individuals and as organisations, transparent, citizen focused high standard 

public administration and the encouragement of a diversity of cultures and inclusiveness.  

US Presidential Historian John Meacham stated “A democratic society can be assessed by how we relate to 

and communicate with each other”.  An effective democracy encourages citizens to exercise their 

fundamental rights to defend fairness, human dignity, equality and the public interest and speak out about 

threats to democracy. 

Fr Frank Brennan, noted in his 2015 speech accepting our Eureka democracy award, that the Ballarat Reform 

League charter contained within it a substantive precondition:  “Equal laws and equal rights are dealt out to 

the whole nation’.  The vision that underpinned the struggles in Ballarat was one that had the aspiration of 

‘justice for all’.  Equal laws and equal rights and justice for all are as relevant to contemporary Australia 

today as they were to the goldfields in Ballarat in 1854.” 

 

Equality of opportunity and rights is a vital community marker. Australians have regularly demonstrated that 

we do not want a society characterised by inequality.  

The people own the political arena.   Politicians are elected to govern for us, to respect our role, to respect 

our free open democracy.  Behaviour of a totalitarian nature needs to be called out for what it is. The right of 

community organisations to engage in peaceful protest is also fundamental to our democracy, and is a major 

feature that distinguishes countries like Australia from authoritarian regimes. 

The late historian John Hirst commented on the “strange gap” between Australia’s democratic achievements 

and our lack of attachment to them. We are much more likely to derive national pride from sporting 

achievements or ANZAC commemoration than from Federation or other significant democratic 
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achievements.   Stimulating community interest, especially of young adults, about the importance of 

engagement in our societies’ issues must remain a key activity for us all.  

 

Carolyn Holbrook, Deakin University associate professor in history, has recently commented about potential 

actions arising from the Strengthening Democracy report:  

“An immediate option for the government is to commit to a creative and innovative education initiative, 

conceived around the concept of democracy itself. Australia has plenty of material with which to build pride 

in its democratic history “ 

Similarly, the government could increase funding for the Museum of Australian Democracy at old parliament 

house. The Australian War Memorial has been extravagantly funded in its role as the national shrine to 

ANZAC commemoration. Why isn’t old parliament house, adequately funded to become the shrine to 

Australians’ most important ideal — democracy? 

 What can all of us do to contribute to strengthening our democracy? 
There are clear steps that every Australian can take: 

 we need to celebrate a system of government that reflects the will of the people, our ability to 

have open discourse, our checks and balances, and the inclusiveness of our diverse society. 

  we should invigorate our participation in democracy.  

 we can improve our understanding of democracy and how it works. 

 we can say ‘no’ to the toxic content that too often passes for legitimate comment on social media 

and the violent actions of those on the fringes. 

 as citizens, we have to keep talking with, and listening to, people with whom we disagree. 

 Australia can again be a laboratory for new ideas about democracy but this needs whole-of-society 

invigoration. The Strengthening Democracy report, is designed to help spark these new conversations. 

Eureka Australia shares that hope. We need to talk more about democracy, around the dinner table and 

the boardroom table, in our universities and workplaces, right across our community. 

Eureka Australia has regularly considered issues around strengthening democracy 

 we are non-partisan.  We commemorate the Eureka events and their aftermath each year around 

December 3rd. 

 we conduct an annual dinner to present since 2008, our annual Eureka democracy award which 

recognizes an individual or organisation which has contributed to strengthening democratic traditions 

in Australia.  

 recipients of the annual eureka democracy award include Hugh de Kretser, Steve Bracks, Tim 

Costello, Adele Ferguson, Patrick Dodson, Father Frank Brennan SJ, emeritus professor of history at 

ANU, John Molony, the then museum of Australian Democracy at Eureka, Ballarat, Phil Glendenning, 

president of the refugee council of Australia, our Phillip Moore who has done so much over the past 

30 years to promote the legacy of Eureka, Professor Weston Bate, Dr. Anne Beggs-Sunter and 

Margaret Rich.  

 we seek to influence issues such as electorate naming, establishing the national Anti-Corruption 

Commission, providing information to members around the voice referendum, and seeking 

constraints on the lobbying of governments. 

https://theconversation.com/profiles/carolyn-holbrook-349302
https://theconversation.com/institutions/deakin-university-757
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 we have developed a democracy walking app around the Melbourne CBD highlighting 15 locations 

and related stories linked to specific key issues within the immediate aftermath of the Eureka events. 

It is available on iPhone and android and is free to all. 

 we operate our website with content on Australian democracy, EA’s objectives, the Eureka story, the 

Ballarat Reform League Charter and more. 

 we actively participate in the UNESCO goldfields listing project emphasising the importance of the 

story of development of Victorian democracy on those fields 

 we publish our Liberty newsletter quarterly 

 membership of our organization is open to all who support our objectives 

 we have a current project to identify the burial places of the 13 treason trial participants and ensure 

their courage and contribution is recognized.  A recent achievement is the dedication of a plaque at 

the White Hills Cemetery in Bendigo to commemorate the contribution of John Joseph, an African 

American, formerly in an unmarked grave, who fought as one of the diggers in the stockade, by US 

ambassador to Australia, Caroline Kennedy on February 27, 2023.  This was a major event for Eureka 

Australia and for the Eureka story. 

 we plan to initiate a school essay competition, “What is democracy?” 

 we have a flyer as to who we are and what we do and we are producing a video on our purpose and 

outcomes achieved to date.  

 we have been continually represented on advisory committees for  the Eureka precinct and Eureka 

Centre in Ballarat 

 former chair of our Canberra chapter, Prof.  John Molony  presented the Eureka story to the Senate in 
2004 
 

Pope Francis says: “democracy is working together to solve problems of all”.  Democracy has inherent in it a great 
and unquestionable value: that of being together. After all, it is in the word “participate” that we find the 
authentic sense of what democracy is, of what it means to go to the heart of a democratic system.  

 
Eureka reminds us that taking a stand affords a clearer view of the choices we need to make to get where we 

want to go. This is in fact the essence of aspiration: don’t just accept what exists, press for change to a better 

future.  

 

what can you do? 

 take yourself and your kids/ grandkids to old treasury building and the lower level eureka room display.  

 press the state government to expand this interpretative centre alcove to include contemporary 
democracy and the journey from the 1860’s. 

 write to the Minister and seek a major upgrade of MOAD in Canberra, and the funding of school 
democracy materials and programmes 

 talk to friends and family about social media, its role in poisoning our thinking and how it could be 
regulated.  

 talk to friends and family about our democracy, how Eureka kicked off democracy’s place in the heart 
of Victorians and how we can maintain our passion for a continued commitment. 

 visit the eureka centre in Ballarat 

 arrange family and friends to experience the Melbourne democracy walking app- about 2 x 1 hour 
segment around the CBD with a break for a coffee in the middle! 

 join Eureka Australia (you and family) via family membership 

 come to our annual democracy award dinner on November 30 this year at the Amora Hotel 
Richmond 

 take your children/ grandchildren to state parliament and be aware of your local members, federal, 
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state and local. Meet them. 
 
The Eureka diggers, by their actions, were seeking a more democratic and just society for all – not just the 
privileged.   Those values are just as relevant today as they were 170 years ago. 
 

We should remember Eureka – the sacrifice, the impact on this country down the years. Giving effect & 

momentum to the vision embodied within the 1854 charter of Bakery Hill:  “The people are the only 

legitimate source of political power”.  

The diggers knew that in this new land, the right to stand up against tyranny, to be treated with respect 
befitting a human person and to hope in, and work for, a better future, is inalienable. They knew that those 
things had been fought and died for at Eureka. They had stood up for a freer, more democratic society and 
we are all the beneficiaries.  

 

Democracy Award Dinner 30/11/2024 
Our Democracy Award Dinner which is 

always a highlight of our year is to take 

place on Saturday November 30 at the 

Amora Hotel, Richmond. Please place 

this date in your diaries as we prepare 

for another evening of commemoration - 

the 170th year commemoration of Eureka 

– and to hear from eminent Australian’s:  

the year’s awardee Cathy McGowan, and 

journalist Barrie Cassidy. (more details 

on page two). 

 

Eric Howard 
 

 

Letter to the Editor 
September 2024 

 Hi Marianne, 

Congratulations on the latest edition of “Liberty”. It is full of interest. I found Simon Haggard’s research summary 

particularly interesting. Regarding the last page “After Eureka’ which, the caption said, was an extract from the 

information boards in the Old Treasury Building Museum, I believe that the information provided is actually 

incorrect. Although there was provision for four people to be nominated by the Governor as members of the Old 

Legislative Council (in its dying days before the proclamation of New Constitution which installed two legislative 

chambers) in fact the only person who was willing to be nominated was Dr John Owens, a firebrand goldfields 

activist. In the end, he actually took up the position as the only representative who was nominated by the Governor! 

 

Warm regards, 

 

Geraldine Moore, Eureka Australia  

 

Absolutely Ai 
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The Braidie Bunch finds their Eureka history 
Geraldine O'Malley, Eureka Australia  

 

On April 25th, ANZAC day this year, the oldest living relatives of William BRAIDIE and Mary IRVING:  Jack Braidie and 

his 90 year old sister Irene O'Malley (nee Braidie) visited the graves of our Eureka Ancestors.  It was especially 

moving as we also took Jack and Irene to see the Eureka flag of their ancestors and 'from one digger to another', as a 

WW II Veteran, Jack admired the Eureka spirit.  

Sadly, at the completion of our Braidie family story which was produced by Jack and Irene, we lost Jack as he passed 

away peacefully on August 5th 2024. Leaving his sister Irene, my mother, as the last member of that generation of 

Braidies.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 13  

    

 

Our family’s ‘Eureka moment’ came in 2015 when our mother Irene O’Malley (nee Braidie), heard one of her 
grandchildren excitedly telling the others about his awesome school camp at Sovereign Hill, Ballarat and immediately 
responded:  
“Well, guess what? Your very own Great Great Great Grandparents were ALSO there: at Eureka!!!”  
And as that ‘golden nugget’ of information was passed down to another generation, it regenerated our interest in 
seeking a better understanding of our BRAIDIE family heritage: to commemorate the Eureka ancestors who came 
before us, to celebrate our living relatives, Australia’s ‘Braidie Bunch’ and to dedicate Braidie Family History to 
posterity, for all those who are yet to come. .  
 
In 1904, veterans of the 1854 Eureka Stockade were feted at Jubilee Celebrations to commemorate the 50th 
Anniversary of the rising in Ballarat. Pictured among fellow veterans, and with his name printed in newspapers of the 
day, was William Braidie together with his wife Mary (nee Irving).  
Ballarat embraced a series of special events to commemorate the Jubilee of Eureka in 1904. The Victorian 
Government offered free rail travel for veterans to attend. Souvenir ribbons were issued to just over 60 veterans 
including William Braidie. Dressed in their finery they gathered in sweltering sun.  Hats, canes and trimmed beards 
for gents, with ladies sheltering beneath parasols and bonnets. All resplendent in their ‘Sunday best’ for the special 
occasion, a far cry from the privations of their pioneering Eureka days!  
It was just over 170 years ago when BRAIDIE ancestors William & Mary, each hailing from different countries yet 
somehow finding each other, settled here and wed in 1853, founding Australia’s first and only known BRAIDIE 
FAMILY. Their steadfast union begetting seven generations of descendants ~ so far! William was a skilled young 
Englishman, working the high-seas as a Ship’s Carpenter, who bravely jumped-ship to seek his fortune in the 
Victorian Gold Rush. In so doing, he risked capture and severe punishment for deserting ship! His whole future, his 
very freedom, and all hope of living an honourable family life was jeopardized.  
Just how this next part of the legend actually unfolded remains a mystery, but then, somehow, when William met 
Mary, they hatched a plan to settle down securely. Because, as they say in the classics, “true love always finds a 
way”!  
And just like that, seven months after Mary and her family landed in Australia, having sailed from Scotland on a ship 
called Chance, she took the biggest chance of her life and wed her sweetheart, a gold-digging carpenter with a heart-
of-gold but who was also a man ‘on the lam’ using an alias. DNA now proves TYLER was William BRAIDIE’s real name 
but Irene had thought it was his alias, while Jack never questioned the unspoken significance of Tyler.  
In 1853 their Marriage Certificate was registered in Geelong, in the newly established Colony of Victoria, officially 
recording the union of William BRAIDIE & Mary IRVING. This record is the first known mention of ‘William Braidie’. 
When TYLER adopted his BRAIDIE alias he managed to officially reinvent himself. He then maintained that ruse for 
the rest of his life, taking the truth of his identity to the grave, only to be revealed through DNA some 100 years 

later. Was his 
alias drawn 
from middle 
names he 
might have 
been given in 
honour of his 
uncle William 
and his 
mother’s 
maiden name, 

‘Bradey/Brady’, or did he just borrow their names to use as his alias? In a romantic twist to this epic tale we note 
that ‘William’ must have deferred to his Scottish bride when choosing to use her Scot’s spelling for ‘Brady’, thus 
bestowing ‘BRAIDIE’ as the family name. Together in wedlock William and Mary began their very own “BRAIDIE 
Bunch” here in Australia, in 1853, and welcomed seven children over the following 17 years.  
Settling on the goldfields in a tent prior to Eureka, William put his carpentry skills to use in fashioning a slab hut 
before building their family home, a six room weatherboard cottage in the area that became known as Orion St, 
Sebastopol. There they raised and educated a civic-minded family who actively contributed to their growing 
community. As dedicated Methodists they helped establish their local Church and worked tirelessly in service of  
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their many causes, like Sunday School bringing early teaching to the area. While maintaining an interest in mining 
and William’s carpentry work, the BRAIDIEs also volunteered in all aspects of community life, joining those hardy and 
enterprising stalwarts who established local charities and services, Leagues, Clubs and Associations; from the Fire 
Brigade and bagpipe & marching bands, to sports such as dog coursing, horse racing, rowing, rifle, cricket and 
football. As a skilled carpenter who was good with his hands it is no wonder William was also a talented fiddler. 
When paired with Mary’s highland family for singing and piano recitals, they no doubt kept life entertaining. William 
and Mary went on to share a wonderful celebration of their Diamond Wedding Anniversary with beloved extended 
family, all gathered together at home. Having both lived long and fruitful lives their obituaries reflected how fondly 
they were remembered.  
Life on the goldfields was challenging for pioneers like William and Mary yet they persevered to establish a thriving 
family.   While they never did find a fortune in gold they found they were fortunate in many other ways. In their 

golden years they gathered their beloved clan all together to celebrate their 60th Wedding Anniversary by sharing in 
their greatest legacy of all: their customary extended Braidie Family Gathering - a tradition that continues today.  
  
Braidie Family Gathering - Merbein January 2023 
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Finding Timothy Hayes’ Grave 
Timothy Hayes, Eureka Hero and one of the 13 Treason Triallers, 

has been lost to us since he disappeared from history, a few years 

after he took a leadership role in the Eureka Rebellion.  Timothy’s 

reputation, unlike that of his more sympathetically documented 

wife, the great Anastasia Hayes, has suffered from telling and 

retelling down the ages.  By the time I meet him, my three times 

great grandfather,   in 2019, historians consider him a bit of a 

failure. Soon after he was acquitted of   treason at the famous trials 

of March 1855, he left his wife and five children, never to return.  

He wandered through the North and South American Goldfields, 

had a job as town inspector and special constable, in Ballarat East 

then moved to Melbourne where he worked on the railways until 

his early   death, at 53, in the Kew lunatic asylum.  His only claim to 

fame post Eureka appears to be that he proposed Peter Lalor’s electoral nomination. His death certificate lists cause 

of death as organ failure, but his records at the asylum where he spent several months show he was often delirious, 

violent and had to be restrained.  What happened to 

him? Why did no one claim his body?  His family is listed 

as “unknown”.   

Tragic and Unfair 
Timothy, Eureka Leader and Treason Trialler, lies buried 

in an unmarked pauper’s grave, along with everyone else 

whose family or religious affiliation could not be 

confirmed.  It 

seems tragic 

and unfair. As his direct descendent,   I am determined to find him and 

restore his reputation. 

Our family oral history tells a different story.   Rather than being derelict in 

his duty,   those in our family who preserved the Eureka connection told 

that Timothy was a victim of his Eureka experiences.  A poetic and educated 

soul, Tim was kept for three months in a tiny cell, with up to six sometimes 

violent cell mates, some of them the infamous Van Diemonians.  I visited 

the cell   preserved at the old 

Melbourne Gaol, and heard that in order to sleep, the prisoners had to 

take it in turns on the tiny thin mattress while the other five stood , or 

crouched in the ridiculously small space.   Locked up unsupervised, for 

23 hours a day, it doesn’t take much imagination to consider what might 

have happened to him, during those long lonely hours.  During his one 

hour a day of exercise Tim had to wear a calico cap so he couldn’t speak 

with anyone.  Cut off from his family, Tim apparently quickly lost hope.  

Every day the wardens, many ex-convicts themselves, teased him, and 

the other 12 treason trialers, with brutal descriptions of his likely 

punishment. The sentence for treason against Queen Victoria in 1853 

was to be hung, drawn and quartered. Timothy had escaped injustice 

and poverty once when he fled Ireland for a new start on the Australian 

gold fields.   Now it looked like he would die a cruel and ignominious 

death before he could even get his new life started.  

Why should Timothy be honoured? 
For Anastasia and Timothy Hayes and their five children, the road to Eureka started with the voyage to Australia on 

the sailing ship Mobile, in 1852. Their oldest son, John was my great great grandfather.  The Hayes left their home in 

Standing on Timothy’s unmarked grave 

looking toward the city of Melbourne. 

  

Absolutely Ai 
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Kilkenny Ireland to seek their fortune, right after the potato famine reached its peak.  Along with their family, my 

three times great grandparents brought  with them a burning passion for Chartism, a working class movement asking 

for voting rights for all men. Once they reached the goldfields they found likeminded people.   Timothy worked his 

mine with business partner, Peter Lalor.  Anastasia became lead teacher at the tiny mud and wattle bark school, St 

Alipius Catholic Primary School where the parish priest, Reverend Patrick Smyth shared a social justice commitment. 

Months before the Eureka Stockade, Father Smyth wrote to Governor, Charles Hotham, warning him his troopers’ 

heavy handed collection of the excruciatingly expensive gold mining licence was fanning an already volatile mix of 

international free thinking fortune seekers. Instead more brutal licence hunts forced the miners’ hands. By 

November 29th Timothy Hayes, unanimously 

elected chairman of the Ballarat Reform League, 

led a mass meeting of miners at Bakery Hill into 

action:  “Your liberties,” he called from a hastily 

erected wooden platform on top of Bakery Hill. 

“Will you die for them?” Behind him, flew the 

new Eureka flag, the white Southern Cross on a 

blue background. Three women, one of them his 

wife: the indominable Anastasia Hayes, had 

hastily sewed this flag, which legend says was 

crafted from blue miners’ serge shirts and their 

wives white petticoats. Its symbolism was not 

lost on the audience. The Ballarat Times declared 

it the most beautiful flag in the world, and by the 

end of the day many were calling for it to be the 

Australian flag.  

 

“On to the field, our doom is sealed,” went on 

Tim Hayes, described in the newspapers of the 

day as a big six foot man with a booming voice, “to conquer or to be slaves, the sun shall see our country free, or set 

upon our graves.”   Miners cheered and in a symbolic act of defiance, lined up in front of the flag, to burn their hated 

mining licences.  Their mettle was tested a few days later, early on Sunday, December 3rd at dawn a short distance 

away. The fight was vicious, bloody and apparently a failure.  At the hastily constructed Eureka stockade, after only 

20 minutes, more than 30 miners were killed. The wounded were bayonetted where they lay.  100 were arrested. 

Peter Lalor was seriously wounded and helped to escape. Later that night he took shelter in Father Smyth’s 

presbytery where his arm was amputated. Anastasia held him throughout the operation and praised his courage. It is 

recorded that she then disposed of his arm in a deep mine. 

Later that morning, Timothy Hayes was arrested. Even though he had been asleep in his tent with his family when 

the stockade was stormed, troopers intercepted him 100 yards from the stockade was on his way to help.  They 

recognised him as one of the leaders of the Ballarat Reform league. The police quickly rounded him up, along with 

the other 12 treason traitors, and dragged him off to jail. 

Newspaper reports from the time document that Anastasia remonstrated with the troopers who had him strung 

between two horses, saying “I would never have let myself be taken by the likes of you”.   Some historians believe it 

was a thinly veiled criticism of her husband.  Others view it as a commentary on the quality of the police force.  If so, 

her derision was well founded.  In the ensuing four months before Timothy’s trial for treason he was so badly 

treated he never recovered.  He told his family what happened was too barbaric to speak of.   Even though he was 

acquitted of any crime, the toll on his health and sanity was enormous.  

There are many Eureka Heroes. But none more than the 13 Treason Trialers.  While in jail, the 13 couldn’t know the 

growing wave of support their Eureka stand had unleashed.  Within days of their trials, each of them was judged not 

guilty of treason,   by a jury of their peers.  (Tim’s jurors included six small businessmen, three tradesmen, one 

gardener and two farmers.)   
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A crowd estimated as more than 3,000 carried them triumphantly through the streets of Melbourne.  Their Eureka 

stance, an apparent defeat, had in true Australian style, turned into a huge victory.  The end of the Gold Licence, our 

enviable democracy, the secret ballot, the Australian Electoral commission, even the vote for women, the vote for 

Aboriginals,  our welfare system, our trade unions, all can trace their DNA from 

that one tiny moment in our history.  “Long before Europe and North America,” 

writes Journalist and historian John Pilger, “ Australia had a legal  basic wage, an 

eight hour working day, pensions, maternity allowance, child benefits and the 

vote for women.” 

.So where is our hero now?   
 Timothy is buried in an unmarked pauper’s grave in Melbourne General 

Cemetery.  It wasn’t that hard to find him.  A few  hours of research  on line, a 

train trip from my home in Torquay, and some help interpreting the Melbourne 

General Cemetery (MGC) map from the Cemetery gardener, and I found myself, 

possibly  the first descendent ever,  standing roughly where he lies.   I looked at 

the view of the modern city of Melbourne, from the hill in Carlton that holds my 

Timothy’s uncelebrated bones. I thanked him for the sacrifice he made to follow 

his convictions and, as a consequence, the great country we live in, the life we 

enjoy. I asked the MGC administration what it would take to organise a headstone for Timothy. Because his family 

does not own the plot, the application process would be more complicated, but the hearing I got was sympathetic.  

It would be wonderful to have a headstone to mark his grave, and perhaps an information board describing both 

Timothy’s contribution to Eureka and the impact on Australia’s democracy of Eureka’s 

itself.  His story deserves to be told. 

 

Like many of our country’s pioneers Timothy and Anastasia paid a big price for their 

convictions.  They put their lives, their family, their economic security, on the line. 

Everything they had left their homeland to achieve.   While Anastasia, surrounded by her 

children,   found a safe and happy life in her adopted country, Timothy never really 

recovered.  Now it is time to acknowledge Timothy appropriately.  It is a family tragedy, a 

personal tragedy, in fact a national and even international tragedy that this hero of 

democracy lies in an unmarked unknown grave.  It’s time to finally say, on behalf of his 

many descendants and our nation, thank you.  

.  

Marianne Messer 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Timothy Hayes 
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A friendly reminder for members to pay their memberships if still outstanding for 2024, and to look to 
register new members from their family and/ or friends. They would be most welcome. 
 

 MEMBERSHIP FORM: 

EUREKA AUSTRALIA 

DESCENDANTS AND SUPPORTERS INC. 

Membership Application/Renewal for 2024 (Jan-Dec) 
Please print all details and  where appropriate. 

 

Surname:   

Other Names:   

Address: 
  

  Postcode:   

Phone No 
Email 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 
Membership of Eureka's Children Inc. operates on a calendar year basis. 

 
 Ordinary Membership – Includes descendants of those connected with the Stockade event, its prelude 

and its aftermath as well as those who support the Eureka story and its ideals of democracy 

 Full $40.00 per annum        

*Concession $20.00 per annum        

 Family Membership Full           $40.00 +$20 = $60 per 
annum        

 Family M/ship Concession       $20.00 + $20= $40 per 
annum         

 Life Membership                  Full $300, Concession $150                 
 

Note:    Concessional Subscriptions apply to Commonwealth Pension Recipients & Students 

             For Family Membership please list each  name and their contact details 
All amounts include GST 
 
DONATION WELCOME                             $................. 
 

           TOTAL CHEQUE/MONEY ORDER                                                    $.................                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 
 
To send cheque or money order please print, complete this form and return with your cheque/money order to: 

Eureka Australia. 6 Gibbons Street, Sunbury, Vic. 3429.  

If paying by EFT and you are a new member you would need to also complete and return this form as an initial 
record of your membership by email to committee@eurekaaustralia.org.au 
 
Direct Debit Details:  
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 
Account details  
Name: EUREKA AUSTRALIA DESCENDANTS INC 
BSB: 633 000Account no: 214 470 585  

mailto:committee@eurekaaustralia.org.au

